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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT CHAIR  

Dear Delegates,  

My name is Irmak and I am an 11th grader in TED Ankara College Academic Science                

Programme. I began my MUN journey last year with the recommendation of one of my close                

friends. When I was in 9th grade, I hated all these MUN conferences and talking about                

politics because I thought MUN was just another waste of time. In September 2019, I applied                

for our school’s MUN club, TED Politics and Diplomacy Club, and after my application was               

approved and I became one of the members of TED PDC, I realized how wrong I was. MUN                  

is not just a hobby or some source to have fun, but is a passion and a way of thinking about                     

what we could  do yesterday, what we can do today and what we will be able to do tomorrow.  

Before beginning the sessions, I have some requests from you. The first thing about the               

committee is that you should make your research about the agenda items in detail. It will also                 

be beneficial for you to read the chair reports and fully understand your countries' policies. As                

this one will be a first-timer friendly committee, you will not have difficulty understanding the               

procedure or the flow of debates if you are one of the first timers. Last but not least, do not                    

hesitate to ask questions to your student officers because interrogating every little detail is              

the  best way to learn something new and different.  

BIGMUN has a special place in my heart because it was my first online conference as a                 

delegate in 2020, which I met with my best friends and had never had such a good time. This                   

year, it will be one of my last conferences because I will be a 12th grader so I will not be able                      

to attend anymore conferences next year. Despite the fact that I have to end my MUN                

career, I am so excited to share my experiences with you. My responsibility in BIGMUN 2021                

is that I will make sure all of my delegates will enjoy this conference as much as I enjoyed                   

last year as an observer state. ( :’) ) I can be neither a good delegate nor an experienced                   

student officer without  BIGMUN family so I want to thank each of my coworkers on this road.  
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I cannot wait to meet all of you!  

Irmak Kaynar 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Conflict in Yemen is one of the biggest humanitarian crises in the whole world. More than 24                 

million people, which is approximately 80 percent of the population, have been suffering             

because of the ongoing civil war, and approximately, 12 million of 24 million people are               

children. The civil war started in 2014 that a military-based group, Houthi armed movement,              

rebelled against Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi-led Yemen government. Both the movement and           

government claimed that they were the official government of Yemen. After the riot of the               

Houthi armed movement, the country was divided into mainly two parts. Other countries such              

as Saudi Arabia, Iran and the United States of America (USA) involved the issue and it has                 

got a major conflict as both of the sides have begun to be supported. During the war                 

between the sides, many citizens were killed because of their personal thoughts or             

sometimes because of no solid reasons. Over 13 million people have been suffering and              

dealing with the issue of starvation since 2018. As the case is like that, children have also                 

been trying to survive, find food and potable water since their parents are not also able to                 

provide them basic human requirements. That is the reason why conflict in Yemen is              

classified as a humanitarian crisis because there is a huge violation in human rights against               

citizens, but mostly children, with the  reason of the ongoing war.  

United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is one of the inter-governmental bodies of             

the United Nations (UN) established in 2006 with approving the resolution 60/251 by the              

United Nations General Assembly. The council deals with generally human violations and            

protecting the rights of citizens all around the world. With also bearing in mind the               

Sustainable Development Goals, which have the aim of decreasing the major problems            

around the world by 2030, it might not be wrong to state that UNHRC puts effort into                 

implementing the SDGs. Conflict in Yemen is thought to be one of the largest violations of                

human rights if it is evaluated from both the citizens’ and children’s aspects living in that                

region. The council tries to produce permanent and effective solutions to prevent any further              

violations, and it focuses on fulfilling the requirements of innocents. SDG 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 16                  

and 17 can be shown as the key parts of the Yemen crisis since these goals are directly                  
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related to the human rights of citizens and the  correct implementation of rights.  

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  
 
Humanitarian Crisis: It is generally defined as the conflict and crisis that happened              

because of the violation of any human rights caused by a war. About conflict in Yemen, the                 
rights to life, stay, feed and education rights are violated. Therefore, the Yemen crisis is               
named as one of the biggest humanitarian crises in the world.  
 
Revolution: When a group of people are not satisfied with the government or the way it                
leads the country, they make a revolution which is a change in the political system of the                 
country, generally violently.  
 
Civil War: It is a kind of war happening in the same country between different sides and                 
groups. Normally, wars happen between two countries but if the war happens inside a              
specific country and the sides belong to that nation, it is called civil war. In the Yemen                 
conflict, both the Houthis and Hadi government are the citizens of Yemen so that it is                
classified as a civil war.  
 
Governorate: It is defined as an area under the control of the governor, who is the leader of                  
the country. The term is mostly used to name the areas in Arab countries.  

 

GENERAL OVERVIEW  

Even if the civil war in Yemen was officially declared in 2014, the conflict leans to the 2011-                  

12 Yemen Revolution against President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who had been the leader of              

Yemen for thirty three years. The revolution was similar to the Tunisian Revolution and              

Egyptian Revolution of 2011, which occurred because of the economical situation of the             

countries, corruption and unemployment. Even though the government thought that they           

pressed the rebel, it did not go so long as it was predicted. Most of the citizens who were                   

working for the government and armed forces joined the rebels in the beginning of March.               

The Houthi militants and the members of Al-Qaeda, a terror organisation located in Yemen,              

have threatened the  president and its government for many times after the riot.  

During the Revolution, the President Saleh was almost killed because of a bomb, which was 

thrown to the mosque he was praying on 3 June, and it was seen as an unsuccessful plan of 

assasination for Saleh. Despite the fact that he did not die, he was injured severely so that he                  

had to be transported to Saudi Arabia to get the appropriate medical treatment. In the               

meantime, he compulsorily yielded his duties and position to his Vice President, Hadi. Even              

though Hadi made contact with the opposition and led the country, he did not want to stay in                  

his temporary position permanently without getting the permission of Saleh. On November            
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23, 2011, Saleh stated that he quitted his position and assigned his responsibility to his Vice                

President, Hadi, who became the President after Saleh. An agreement was made and the              

opposition mentioned that they gave Hadi the permission to take the seat as an unopposed               

President in 2012. Although, some of the members of the Houthi movement enclosed a              

town, where mostly Salafi citizens live, in Saada Governorate, Dammaj, and the fight             

between Hadi and Houthi sides became severe in November and December. After Hadi’s             

election and the Southern Movement, the conflict in Dammaj would continue in April 2012              

with a fight between the Houthi tribesmen  and Salafi students.  

Since Saleh gave his seat to Hadi in 2012, it became clear that the opposition achieved their                 

goals with the Yemeni Revolution. After this achievement, Hadi was elected on February 24,              

2012, and announced that there would be a new government and way of administration even               

though there were not many voters at all. As he was a southerner, he was satisfied since he                  

got the support of citizens in former South Yemen. During the Southern Movement, the              

election of a new president was tried to be stopped like the one Houthis tried. Hadi rejected                 

to give a  place to Houthis in his cabinet so the Houthis faced a sort of temporary failure  

After the election and the fight between the Houthi tribesmen and Salafi Students, the tension               

between Houthis and Salafis rase up once again in Saada Governorate in October and              

November. The officials of Saada government blamed Houthi fighters for assaulting a Salafi             

mosque in Dammaj with the reason of taking the Sunnis out of the place, although the                

Houthis blamed the Salafis for putting religious worth as a way of removing foreign Sunni               

fighters. The conflict in Al Jawf Governorate and Dhamar Governorate continued until the             

end of the  year.  

The ongoing crisis in Dammaj then triggered another conflict in the Amran Governorate in              

January 2014. The issue in Saada was solved against Salafis so that the Yemeni government               

and the Houthis made an agreement in which Salafi fighters and their relatives would be               

transported to Al Hudaydah Governorate, which is another location near to Saada. After the              

abandonment of Salafi fighters, the Houthis banned the troops belonging to the government.  

  

Then, the Houthis wanted to get Amran Governorate as they did in Saada, and started to                

fight with the members and supporters of the Islamist Islah Party. The Houthis got the control                

of the governorate in the long run, but they were not satisfied with this victory and the crisis                  

moved  to the Sana’a Governorate, the capital city of Yemen, in July.  

In around mid-2014, the Houthis started their minor riots against Hadi’s government with             

requesting their resignation to solve the ongoing conflicts in all around Yemen against the              

Yemeni states. In September, the Houthis officially took Sana’a in hand from the military of               
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the Yemeni government in a few days. The forces under the control of General Ali Mohsen al  

Ahmer receded the city to the Houthis. The former President of Yemen, Ali Abdullah Saleh               

was thought as the supporter of the Houthis in this seizure. Mohammed Basindawa who was               

the former Prime Minister left his position because of the requests of the Houthis on               

September 21, 2014. On the same day, both the Houthis and the government decided to               

make an agreement for a consolidation in which they called this “unity government” in about               

a month. Ahmad bin Mubarak, who was selected for the next prime minister by the Hadi                

side, was not recognized by the Houthis for their assigned position so that Khaled Bahah,               

who was the Oil Minister, was selected as the prime minister. After two months of               

preparations, on November 8, both the Houthis and the General People’s Congress, whose             

head was Saleh, stated that they would not continue their actions of preparing a unity               

government anymore with the reason of mentioning that this kind of a union would not be                

appropriate for the nation.  

On March 20, 2015, four people who were suicide bombers exploded themselves in mosques              

located in Sana’a, where the Houthis worshiped. More than 142 people were killed and the               

Sunni Islamist group Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’s Yemen side took the responsibility               

of the explosion. One day after the bombing of Sana'a, on March 21, Hadi stated that Aden                 

would be the provisional capital city of Yemen for a while as the previous capital, Sana’a was                 

under the control of the Houthis. After the declaration of the new capital city, the forces                

directed by the Houthis took significant parts of Taiz, which was Yemen’s third city, and then                

moved to Aden. Around early April, they got the control of major places in South Yemen, and                 

took  control of almost all the places in Aden.  

Throughout this timeline, physical violence has never been deficient. Almost every single            

person living in Yemen has been suffering because of the tension between the sides, the civil                

war, bombings in the cities, and lack of basic necessities. It is directly seen that the conflict                 

has mostly affected children in more aspects than the adults. Since 1924, humankind has              

been  

 
trying to protect children’s rights and prevent any kinds of violation of these rights.              

Convention on the Rights of the Children is one of the documents of the United Nations                

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) which was written to protect children from a possible violation of              

their rights. The Convention generall states that children have right to be alive, which means               

that they must reach the necessary materials such as nutrition and water, to get the suitable                

education, to be protected by their parents and the government, to be saved from any kind of                 

discrimination and violence, to get benefit from the healthcare systems, and to have a place               

where they can live safely with preferably their families. Conflict in Yemen includes as many               
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violations of children’s rights as possible because of the fact that during all these bombings               

and war, they were kicked out of their homes, were not able to find food and clean water so                   

that many of them died because of starvation and thirst. The appropriate level of education               

cannot be maintained to the children living in Yemen as the country has been facing a                

governmental problem that neither of the governments want to find a way to provide              

sustainable education rather than fighting against each other. Around 7.8 million children            

cannot get the education they deserve as same as the situation that they cannot reach a                

source of usable water. Many of them are also forced to become a shooter for their side or at                   

least to be used as a kind of slaves.  

During the war between the Houthis and Hadi government, a cholera epidemic, which is              

generally caused by severe dehydration and lack of nutrition, began in 2016. The United              

Nations Humanitarian Relief reported that there were more than 320,000 reported cholera            

cases in Yemen by July 2017. After around 3 months, Yemen broke the record of highest                

reported  cholera cases with more than 800,000 cases in October 2017.  

MAJOR PARTIES INVOLVED AND THEIR VIEWS  

The Houthis: The Houthis movement is one of the sides of Yemen civil war. They are a                 

group who rebelled against the Hadi government as they thought a president, who is a               

follower of Zaydi Islam, should lead the country. They first tried to get Sana’a, the capital                

city of Yemen and then divided the country into separate parts as the Houthi supporters               

and Hadi supporters.  

The Hadi Government: After the resignation of the previous President of Yemen, Saleh,             

his Vice President Hadi became the official President. The Hadi government is a Sunni              

government, which has been causing problems of sectarian tension with the Houthis.            

After the Houthis took the control of Sana’a, they made Aden their temporary capital and               

made borders which would be controlled by both the Houthis and  themselves separately.  

Al Qaeda: Al Qaeda is a group of terrorists located in Yemen. They do not work under                  

the control of a specific side, although they benefited from the ongoing civil war and took                

the control of Yemen’s third largest city. They had kept the city for more than a year and                  

the area was named as Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).  
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Saudi Arabia: The top one supporter of the Hadi government is known as Saudi Arabia.               

Since 2015, Saudi Arabia has been supporting Yemen. They first helped Yemen in the              

situation when the Houthis got control of Aden. After the funneling resources came to the               

country, the Hadi government protected the sections of the Red Sea.  

Iran: It is believed that the Houthis have been educated and supported secretly by Iran                

since the beginning of the movement and their actions because of the idea that a control                

mechanism of Shi’ite and Houthi would help Iran to have a strategic connection to              

Arabian Peninsula. Even though this belief, Iran officially states that they support the             

Hadi government. The Gulf Arab states once blamed Iran for providing financial and             

military support.  

TIMELINE OF EVENTS  
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23 November 2011  The President of Yemen, Ali Abdullah      
Saleh, stated that he officially resigned      
and put his Vice-President, Hadi in      
charge.  

April 2012  A fight between the Houthi tribesmen and       
Salafi students happened in Saada     
Governorate, Dammaj, and it became the      
first  event setting off the others. 

24 February 2012  Hadi was officially selected by the next  

 president of Yemen even though there      
were not so many voters for him. He        
stated that the government would be      
changed and  renovated.  

October-November 2012  Another fight happened between the     
Houthis and Salafis in Saada     
Governorate, which was a series of      
accusations of each other’s side. 

9 December 2013  The document “Conclusions on Children     
and Armed Conflict in Yemen was      
published by the Working Group on      
Children and Armed  Conflict.  



 

8 

January 2014  Another conflict between the Houthis and      
Salafis started in the Amran Governorate.      
At the end of the fight, Salafis were        
moved on from the area and the Houthis        
stayed there.  

21 September 2014  Because of the siege of the Houthis, the        
former Prime Minister resigned. The     
Houthis took control of the capital city of        
Yemen, Sana’a. The government decided     
to make a  union. 

8 November 2014  The Houthis and the General People’s      
Congress failed to make a “union      
government” with the reason that making      
such a union would not be suitable for        
their  country.  

20 March 2015  Four suicide bombers exploded    
themselves in Sana’a’s mosques. 142     
people died in the explosion. The Sunni       
Islamist group Islamic State of Iraq and       
the Levant’s Yemen side stated that they       
were responsible for the  bombings.  

21 March 2015  Aden became a temporary capital city of       
Yemen after the siege of the previous       
capital,  Sana’a.  

July 2017  The United Nations Humanitarian Relief     
stated that more than 320,000 cholera      
cases were reported after the pandemic      
started  which was in 2016. 

October 2017  Yemen had over 800,000 cholera cases in       
the country and broke the record of the        
highest  number in the history. 

3 June 2019  The Secretary General of UN published a       
report named Children and Armed Conflict      
in  Yemen. 

8 April 2020  After seven year, Conclusions on Children      
and Armed Conflict in Yemen was      
discussed once again and the second      
official document was written by the      
Working Group on Children and Armed      
Conflict.  



 
 
RELEVANT UN DOCUMENTS  

1. Conclusions on Children and Armed Conflict in Yemen - Working Group on Children              

and Armed Conflict ( 9 December 2013, S/AC.51/2013/3): It states the conclusions            

about the situation of children and the ongoing armed conflict in Yemen, which were              

discussed by Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict.  

2. Children and Armed Conflict in Yemen - the Secretary-General (3 June 2019,             

S/2019/453): It is the report submitted by the Secretary-General which was an            

evaluation of the current situation of children and how the condition came in that              

position.  

3. Conclusions on Children and Armed Conflict in Yemen - Working Group on Children              

and Armed Conflict (8 April 2020, S/AC.51/2020/1): It is the second document which             

states the conclusions that were re-debated by the Working Group on Children and             

Armed Conflict after seven years from the first document, S/AC.51/203/3. 

 

4. Implementation of Technical Assistance Provided to the National Commission of           

Inquiry to Investigate Allegations of Violations and Abuses Committed by All Parties            

to the Conflict in Yemen - the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights              

(2 September 2020, A/HRC/45/57): It is the report that Human Rights Council            

discussed about the violations of human rights caused by the crisis in Yemen.  
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