
BIGMUN 2021  

Committee: United Nations Security Council  
Issue: The crisis between Ukraine and The Russian Federation with a special focus on              
the Crimean Annexation. 
President Chair: Yaren Özdemir  
Co-chair: Emir Yazıcı  
 

 
 
 

LETTERS FROM THE CHAIR BOARD  

Highly-esteemed participants of the UNSC committee of BIGMUN 2021,  

My name is Yaren Özdemir. I am an 11th grader in Arı Science High School. Before                
introducing myself, I would like to welcome you all to BIGMUN’21 as the President Chair of                
this committee. It is pure delectation to be classified among the successful Academic Team              
of BIGMUN’21 since it is blatant that the conference has been administered and conducted              
with the utmost professionalism alongside the admirable work ethic to cater to all of our               
participants’ demands and provide an enriching environment for all.  

My MUN journey dates back to the beginning of 9th Grade when my friends persuaded me                
to attend the MUN Club at my school. It is fair to say that it has become one of the most                     
immense experiences of my life. Having attended 17 conferences both international and            
national, it has become one of those things that I grind with compassion. Every single               
conference I’ve attended has contributed to the formation of my personality whether it is how               
to present an argument in a professional environment with proper manners or preparing an              
academic paper that is bountiful with information. Alongside the academic development, I            
have spontaneously assembled with divergent people and they developed into a vital part of              
my life. MUN conferences, for a passionate attendant, form an individual's life with different              
aspects, all at the same time.  

If I talk about myself for a bit, I’m an aspiring politician with hobbies like ballet, tennis,                 
singing, and boxing alongside. Having a tight schedule, I managed to form a different              
perspective on discipline so I can assure you I will do my very best to ensure all of you that I                     
will contribute to creating a peaceful and safe environment for everyone to express their              
opinions. As an extrovert, I would love nothing more than to bond with my delegates on a                 
friendship level while helping them develop into the best version of themselves. As the              
Academic Team, we are eager to meet all of you and help you broaden your perspective as                 
well as your knowledge. Hope to see you all soon.  

Yaren Özdemir  

President Chair of United Nations Security Council 
Venerable delegates of the UNSC committee of BIGMUN’21,  



I would like to welcome you all to the committee. My name is Emir Yazıcı. I am an 11th                   
grader in TED Ankara College and I will be serving as the Vice Chair of UNSC. I am honored                   
and filled with gratitude to have such duty in a conference as privileged as BIGMUN. From                
the crisis team to the IT managers, PR Team and Student officers, I can straightforwardly               
say that every single member of the executive and organization team has paramount             
masterliness. They are also very amiable,gregarious and diligent individuals in which I’m            
sure that every single delegate will agree upon. With that being said, I have no doubt that the                  
participants will have their best MUN experience.  

I would like to talk about my MUN journey a little. Unlike many others, I started participating                 
in a MUN conference in 10th grade however in middle school, I was in the debate club thus                  
I have always had an enthusiasm for the topic. Come 10th grade, the MUN Club in school                 
announced that they started taking applications and I said ‘Why not?’. I can assure you that                
it was one of the best choices I’ve ever made in my life. Putting aside its contributions to my                   
general knowledge or my speaking ability, it made me a better individual overall. From the               
first meeting of the club, I knew that this was something I wanted to do very often. Since                  
then I’ve been to many a myriad of conferences and I realized that with every conference, I                 
bettered myself. This will be my first experience as a chair hence I can’t deny that I’m a little                   
bit nervous but with having a great compeer like Yaren, I’m positive that It won’t be a big                  
deal.  

If I were to state one adjective to construe myself, I’d say outgoing. I love talking so I think                   
that’s a big reason in myself being a social butterfly. Besides that, I have many hobbies such                 
as yoga,music,sports,MUN and gastronomy. I play the piano and a little bit of trombone and               
tuba. I also am in the Symphony Orchestra of TED as a trumpet player. With all the                 
schoolwork that I have, it is quite burdensome to activities in every single area of my hobbies                 
but there is nothing that a little sacrifice from sleep can’t solve. As I’ve said I love to socialize                   
and to make new friendships so I can’t wait to get to know you delegates.  
To conclude, I wish that it will be a fruitful, informative and unforgettable experience for you                
guys.  

 Looking forward to meet all of you, 

Emir Yazıcı  
Vice Chair of UNSC 
 
 
TOPIC INTRODUCTION AND BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LANDS  

Crimea became a part of the Russian empire in 1783 and was under Russian control until                
1954. In 1954, Crimea was given to the Ukranian SSR to pay homage to the 300th                
anniversary of Ukranian allegiance to Russia. However this friendly atmosphere didn’t last            
long. In 1990, the soviets within the Crimean territory proposed that the Crimean should              
become a union republic on its own under the name of Crimean ASSR. A referendum was                
held and Crimean ASSR was restored. However the Soviet Union was within an ace of               



dissolving. Therefore the Crimean ASSR only lasted for a year. After Ukraine declared its              
independence in 1991, it maintained Crimea’s sovereign status and the Autonomous State            
of Crimea was established.Let’s point out the fact that the majority of Crimea’s population is               
formed by Ethnic Russians.  

The crisis between Russia and Ukraine began in February 2014 with the Anti Maidan              
protests. The first conflict about Crimea occured when Russia occupied the Crimean territory             
which then belonged to Ukraine due to Euromaidan.Within Ukraine,the people were divided            
into two. One side wanted to align with the European Union whereas the other wanted to                
align with the Russian Government. When Yanukovych refuse to sign the Ukraine-European            
Union Association Agreement, this caused a lot of protests and riots in the country. The               
protests grew and on 22 February 2014, which is also known as the Revolution of Dignity,                
the protesters took control of the city of Kyiv. Then elected-president Viktor Yanukovych fled              
the city and the parliament held a vote to remove Yanukovych from power. The turnout was                
328-0 however Yanukovych refused to resign saying that the vote was ‘unconstitutional’.  

While the conflict was going on within the Ukranian government, on the morning of              
February 27th the Ukraine special police forces known as Berkut captured the checkpoints of              
Perekop and the Chonhar Peninsula which are crucial lands that connect Crimea to the              
mainland of Ukraine. P.S. In 2016, the Security Service of Ukraine exposed telephone             
intercepts within the Russian government which implied that Russia was funding the            
pro-Russian activists in Ukraine which held a big role in Euromaidan. Russia had two              
different replies to these allegations. Sergey Glazyev who was on one side of these phone               
calls called the intercepts a fake. Whereas Konstantin Zatulin, who is on the other side of the                 
calls, confirmed it but stated that they were taken out of context. These phone calls didn’t                
only allegate funding to the Pro-Russian’s in Ukraine but also it alleged a potential              
intervention in Donbass to form a Russia-dependent state. 

On the 4th of March 2014, Russia’s representative in the United Nations Vitaly             
Churkin proposed a letter which was signed by Yanukovych asking Vladimir Putin to             
intervene militarily to Ukraine to restore peace and law. With this letter, The Russian              
Parliament held a vote and Putin was allowed to use troops in Crimea.  

Russia was required to evacuate all troops and vehicles from Crimea and            
Sevastopol in 2017 according to a treaty signed in 1997 however, President Yanukovych             
signed the Kharkiv Pact with Russia which extended the deadline until 2042 and in return               
Ukraine had a discount on the gas bought from Russia. With the Kharkiv Pact, Russia was                
allowed to have 25,000 troops, 132 armored combat vehicles and 24 pieces of artillery in               
the Crimean Region. Their allowed actions were not that specific but they were required to               
respect the Ukranian control over Crimea. Kharkiv Pact which extended the deadline until             
2042 and in return Ukraine had a discount on the gas bought from Russia.  

As the protests grew in Ukraine, on the 25th of February, several Pro-Russian groups              
blocked the Crimean Parliament requesting a referendum to secede from Ukraine. By this             
time Yanukovuych had already fled Kyiv and Russia had started to occupy Crimean             
territories with the right that Putin was given by the Russian government. Ukranian officials              
have denied holding a referendum but on the 27th of February, Russian special forces(this              
was not known at the time) took control over the Crimean Supreme Council building and               
raised Russian flags over it. While this was happening the Crimean parliament held a voting               
to terminate the prime minister and Sergey Aksyonov became the prime minister. The             
Russian troops completed their operations in disguise and they had worn unmarked            



uniforms. According to Russian Admiral Igor Kasatonov, Russia had sent troops as many to              
fill 6 helicopters and 3 IL-76 which can contain up to 500 troops. On the 4th of March                  
Ukranian General Staff reported that Russian armed forces were operating in Crimea and             
that they violated previously made agreements. Number of similar reports increased           
however, Russia used a very popular tactic which is called military deception and didn’t take               
any responsibility for the actions going on around Crimea. They claimed that they were “local               
forces acting upon self-defense”. Russian foreign minister Lavrov also stated that there were             
no additional Russian forces in Crimea as late as 17th of April. However on the same date                 
(17th of April) Putin admitted that additional troops were present. He also admitted that he               
supported Crimean seperatist militias and he claimed that an intervention was needed for             
Crimea to decide upon its own future. After these 
statements, Ukrainian officials stated that Russia had violated the treaties by disrespecting            
Crimea’s sovereignty to the Ukranian government. The United Kingdom and USA also            
stated that Russia violated the Budapest Memorandum.  

The Budapest Memorandum is a Memorandum signed by Russia, USA,          
UK,Kazakhstan, Belarus and Ukraine that prohibited any sort of usage of force that             
endangered the political or geographical independence of Kazakhstan,Ukraine and Belarus.          
In response to these statements, Putin stated that the Budapest Memorandum was invalid             
due to several “internal processes within Crimea”. On the 11th of March 2014, with the               
occupation, the City Council of Sevastopol and the Crimean Parliament declared their            
independence and they stated that they intend to plead their allegiance to Russia if the               
public wants to.  

As stated the Russian forces took control over the Crimean governmental buildings            
and Crimea actually agreed upon holding a referendum on the 25th of May to decide whether                
to secede from Ukraine.(which will be brought forward to the 16th of March). Predictably              
Ukraine wasn’t happy about this. The Ukranian court claimed the referendum to be illegal              
and Ukraine’s acting president, Oleksander Turchinov stated that “The authorities in Crimea            
are totally illegitimate,both the parliament and the government.They are forced to work under             
the barrel of a gun and all their decisions are dictated by fear and are illegal.” On the 15th of                    
March, the assembly of Ukraine which is also known as Verkhovna Rada dissolved the              
Crimean Parliament. Also, this referendum was first planned to decide whether to secede             
from Ukraine or not. However, it then transformed into whether to secede from Ukraine and               
join Russia. Putin admitted that he held secret polls to see how the Crimean public leaned                
towards pleading allegiance to Russia in early March. Despite the backlash from Ukraine the              
referendum was held and according to the Washington Post, the turnout was 96.77% in favor               
of pleading allegiance to Russia. Many controversies and criticism surrounded the turnout of             
the referendum. Evgeny Bobrov who is a member of the Russian Human Rights Council,              
suggested that the 96.77% turnout was inflated and that only 15 to 30% of the Crimeans                
voted in favor for the Russian option.  
On the 17th of March, the Supreme Council of Crimea declared independence of the              
Republic of Crimea. As soon as it declared independence it repealed the Ukranian laws              
and expropriated Ukranian property within the Crimean Peninsula. On the same date Putin             
officially recognised Crimea and Sevastopol as a subject state of Russia. The treaty of 
accession of Crimea to Russia was signed on the 18th of March and it finalized the                
annexation process. On the 18th of March, the tension between Ukraine and Russia             
escalated once again with the incident that happened in Simferopol. According to Ukraine,             
15 masked gunmen stormed a Ukranian controlled base in Simferopol. The base was             



controlled by Ukraine however it was surrounded by Crimeans and Pro-Russians. During            
the incidents, a Ukranian soldier and a Crimean troops was killed which marked the first               
casualty in the crisis. A Russian volunteer was also reported dead however, the cause is               
still unknown.  

The conflict continued until Ukranian commander Andry Andryushyn was captured.          
An addition of 18 Ukranian troops were also captured but they were set free unharmed. After                
the incident, the Ukranian government accused Russia of committing a war crime and that              
the crisis was starting to shift from a political phase to a military one. Russia once again                 
denied the presence of Russian forces and stated that a sniper was arrested that were               
responsible for the killings. However, then the arrest was proven to have never happened by               
the Crimean prosecutors. On 24 March, Ukraine announced that it will be withdrawing all              
forces from the Crimean Peninsula.  
On 26 March the last Ukranian base and navy ships were captured by Russian              
forces.  

Events that occurred after the accession  
● On 27 March, The United Nations held a vote to override the referendum held               

in Crimea. The turnout was 100 in favor and 11 against.  
● On 2 April, Russia formally condemned and unilaterally dissolve the Kharkiv Pact  
● On 2 April, Putin signed a decree that will formally restore the Tatars who have                

been exiled from their lands with the command of Stalin in 1940.  
● On 8 August 2016, Ukraine reported that Russian military activity had increased             

across the borders. In response Ukraine deployed troops to the borders and            
conflicts began once again. In these conflicts, Russia reported that 2 troops were             
killed and 40 kg of Ukranian explosives were captured. Ukraine denied the            
incident. Also, near the territory of Armiansk, which is a city in Crimea, the Russian               
Security Service reported that they have arrested Ukranian controlled terrorists. It           
also reported that these arrested terrorists were planning a bomb attack in the city.              
Then, Russia also reported that a Russian soldier had been killed by Ukranian             
soldiers around the border. 

● In 2017, a survey was held between the Tatars and 85% of them believed that if the                  
referendum was held again, the turnout would be a lot different.  

Additional events about the referendum  
In April 2014, American government agency Broadcasting Board of Governors held a            

survey within 500 Crimean residents about the validity of the referendum. The results             
showed that 82.8% of the polled residents believed that the referendum was valid and that               
the result reflected the views of the majority of the Crimean people. Also, 73.9% of the polled                 
believed that the annexation had a positive impact on their lives. Another survey that was               
held on the 8th of May done by the Pew Research Centre showed that 91% of the polled                  
believe that the referendum was free and fair and 88% believed that the Ukranian              
government should acknowledge the results. Also,in a survey done by FOM, 72% of the              
polled believe that their lives have improved since the annexation.  

KEY TERMS  



Anti-protest Laws: On January 16 Viktor Yanukovych launched measures that were           
designed to limit protests. Being called “Dictatorship Laws” by protesters, they caused            
extraordinary violence in the Euromaidan protests. As a result two weeks later, they were              
repealed by the parliament.  

Crimean Tatars: As a Sunni muslim Turkic ethnic group, they have been in Crimea since it                
became a part of Russia. During World War 2 with the collaboration of German forces they                
were deported to Central. Since 1991, they have been coming back in droves. They were               
said to make up 12% of the population. They are assumed to be anti-Russian and they have                 
supported Euromaidan protests. 
 
The Demographic Split: Due to the complicated history between the Russian speaking East             
and the Ukranian speaking West, Ukraine can broadly be split between the East and the               
West. It has been considered as an oversimplification although this claim doesn’t hold             
weight.  
 
GAZPROM: Russia's huge, state-controlled gas company. Russia says Ukraine owes it $2.2            
billion for fuel and that Ukraine will have to start paying for gas in advance unless it pays                  
down that debt. The last time Russia and Ukraine argued over prices, Gazprom turned off               
the gas.Also worth noting: 15 percent of Europe’s gas imports come through Ukraine, the              
Financial Times report.  

Lustration: As Will Englund wrote for The Post, Maidan protesters used the phrase             
“lustration” to describe what they want from the new government. The term was first used               
after the fall of the Soviet Union to describe the purge of Communist officials from the                
government and bureaucracy in post-Soviet states. In Ukraine, however, it's being used to             
describe the purging of the government of those associated with Viktor Yanukovych. 

Verkhovna Rada: Often just called the Rada, this is Ukraine's parliament. It has played an               
important role in Ukraine's crisis, pulling back Viktor Yanukovych's more drastic anti-plans,            
releasing Yulia Tymoshenko and ultimately ousting Yanukovych. 

 

OVERVIEW  

During the annexation of Crimea Russia has both admitted to lying and violated             
many human rights. Some of these are; 

● Lying about not sending additional troops to Crimea  
● Lying about the Simferopol conflict  
● Violating the Budapest Memorandum  
● Violating the Kharkiv Pact  
● Funding the Euromaidan and the Pro-Russians  
● Manipulating the focus of the Crimean Referendum  
● Imprisoning over than 60 politicians that are involved in The Crimean situation by              



illegal investigations  
● Obstruction, arbitrary detention or damage of equipment to the journalists in            

Crimea  
and many more. Obviously, these violations were not welcomed and several sanctions were             
imposed by some countries however those sanctions didn’t seem to stop Russia from taking              
its actions. These sanctions that were imposed even led Russia into an economic crisis and               
even that didn’t stop them. Looking at what Russia has violated, it is safe to say that the                  
invasion of Crimea was illegal.  
There are also many speculations around the issue of the righteousness of the referendum              
and its results. President Putin’s Human Rights Council member Evgeny Bobrov stated that             
the turnout was actually 15-30% in favor of the Russian option however the polls that are                
conducted since then show otherwise. The polls show that the people’s lives have changed              
positively since the annexation and that they believe that it was a fair referendum. Since the                
annexation, Ukraine is yet to acknowledge the referendum results. They still claim that             
Crimea is a Ukranian land and that Russia has occupied it illegally. However, whenever a               
Ukranian official says so, the Russian reply shows the referendum as a supporting fact to               
their alleged purpose which is to let Crimea decide upon its own future itself. On the other                 
hand whenever a similar situation occurs, Putin justifies it by simply saying that ethnic              
Russians form the majority of Crimea.  

CAUSES AND EFFECTS  
 
 Causes  
Russia’s history with Crimea goes way back. In 1856, with the Treaty of Paris, it agreed to                 
dismantle its naval bases in Crimea due to the Crimean War. With this dismantling, Russia               
basically gave up all the power it had in the Black Sea Region. Let’s point out that since the                   
beginning of time, Russia only had one goal and that was to be active in the Black Sea and                   
in the south. However, in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870 it returned Crimea to its territory.                
In WWII Crimea underwent heavy aeral bombings of Nazis and Sevastopol was in ruins.              
With the efforts of Stalin, it got reconstructed and became once again an important port for                
business.  
As you can see, ever since Tsar Katherina annexed Crimea from the Ottomans in 1783,               
Russian leaders have seen Crimean peninsula as the key region for its presence in the sea                
trade game. As can be seen on the map, Russia has coasts to the Baltic Sea, Black Sea                  
and Japanese Sea however a serious sea trade is only present within the Black Sea region.                
Therefore the main reason for the latest annexation of Crimea is Russia wanting to be               
involved in sea trade.  

Effects  
The annexation of Crimea had a major impact on the economic side of both countries. It                
played a big role in the Russian Economic Crisis between 2014 and 2017. Here are some                
of the economic incidents that occured after the official annexation.  

● Russia cut down the wages by 30-70%  
● Ukraine cut off the water supply to the North Crimean Canal which caused a huge                



decrease in the agricultural income on 4 March 2014  
● Due to the sanctions, less tourists started visiting the region. (In 2015, 3 million               
tourists visited Crimea whereas the previous years, the number was around 5.5 million)  
● Hotels and restaurants faced difficulties in finding seasonal employees because before            

the annexation, those seasonal employees would come from Ukraine.  
● Number of Crimean entrepreneurs decreased from 116,200 to 55,328 in 4 years.  

With these serious economical situations and the sanctions imposed by western countries,            
within less than a year the russian ruble exchange rate compared to the United States               
Dollar went from 36.2477 to 66.0305. Not only did the annexation have an impact on the                
economy but the whole situation violated many human rights as well. For example:  

● In March 2014, the Human Rights Watch reported that many Ukranian journalists             
have been tortured, attacked or abducted.  

● On 9 May 2014, a new amendment passed to the Criminal Code of Russia which                
basically stated that if a verbal or behavioral statement 
was made opposing the Crimean annexation, the responsible was punishable          
with obligatory works up to 480 hours or 5 years in prison and this led to many                 
unlawful arrests especially of Ukranians  

● The Crimean Tatar television was unlawfully shut down on 25 August 2015.  
● In May 2015, a local activist, Alexander Kostenko, was sentenced to four years in a                
penal colony. His lawyer, Dmitry Sotnikov, said that the case was fabricated and that              
his client had been beaten and starved.  
● In May 2018 Server Mustafayev, the leader of the human rights movement             

called Crimean Solidarity was imprisoned by Russian authorities and was          
charged with "membership of a terrorist organisation"  

KEY INTERNATIONAL ACTORS  

Russian Federation 

Currently owing to the settlement regarding the Black Sea, Russia aims to rebuild stronger              
economic ties with Ukraine since Moscow is still Kiev’s largest trade partner. Throughout the              
years, Crimea became the centre of civilization for Russian identity. Being a new ideological              
reality of internal Russian politics, the Crimean issue is being considered crucial during             
policy making decisions. Although Crimea is not the main issue for discussion for Russia, the               
political decision to annex Crimea is being perceived ambiguously. From the Kerch Strait             
incident to the Simferopol incident multiple Russian troop attacks influenced the dignity and             
the sovereignty of both Ukraine and Crimea. As aforementioned, ever since the beginning of              
time Russia wanted to have a border to the Black Sea. It’s recent invasion in Georgia also                 
supports this idea. 

During the annexation process, Russian citizens showed clear signs of opposition. On 15             
March, a day before the Crimean Referendum, 30.000 citizens protested against it which is              
also known as the March of Peace where most of the waved Ukranian flags. However this                
didn’t stop Putin from operating in Crimea. Several authorities within the Russian            
government also stated that ‘Putin is acting according to himself.’In February 2015, one of              
the top independent Russian newspapers Novaya Gazeta reported that it obtained           



documents, allegedly written by oligarch Konstantin Malofayev and others, which provided           
the Russian government with a strategy in the event of Viktor Yanukovych's removal from              
power and the break-up of Ukraine, which were considered likely. In June 2015, former              
prime minsiter Mikahil Kasyanov also stated that all Russian decisions on the Crimean             
annexation were illegal from the international point of view and the annexation was provoked              
by false accusations of discrimination of Russian nationals in Ukraine. However these            
statements didn’t change the result. Russia once again gained territory which has a border to               
the Black Sea in the hopes of developing its economy. However as mentioned, it not only                
didn’t enhance its economy, it led to it becoming even worse. 

Ukraine  
2 days later of the annexation the Ukranian parliament condemned the referendum and             
called Russia’s actions “a gross violation of international law”. Several days later Ukranian             
imposed sanctions on Ukranians travelling to Crimea. Ukranian authorities also cut off major             
water supplies to Crimea which had a huge impact on the peninsula’s agricultural corps.On              
11 March Ukraine banned the transmission of Russian TV channels. Also in March 2014,              
activists boycott Russian gas stations, banks and urged the citizens to stop buying Russian              
goods.  

Belarus  
On 28 February 2014, the Foreign Ministry expressed its concerns about the events in              
Ukraine. On 5 March President Aleksander Lukashenko affirmed his support for Ukraine's            
territorial integrity. On 19 March 2014, the Foreign Ministry published another statement. On             
March 23 President Lukashenko described Crimea as a part of Russia, but noted that              
"Ukraine should remain an integral, indivisible, non-aligned state".  

Kazakhstan  
On March 3, Kazakhstan's Minister of Foreign Affairs stated that Kazakhstan is deeply             
concerned with the current situation in Ukraine. The statement urged all sides to             
renounce the use of power and to resolve the crisis through negotiations, "based on              
respect towards the fundamental principles of international law.” However President          
Tokayev, who succeeded long running President Nazarbayev in 2019, commented          
during a German state visit that he did not believe Crimea was annexed, preferring to               
use the word "accession", prompting condemnation from the Ukranian Ministry of           
Foreign Affairs  

UK  

The Foreign Secretary William Hague said he was "deeply concerned" at the escalation of              
tensions and the decision of the Russian parliament to authorise military action. He also said               
"This action is a potentially grave threat to the sovereignty, independence and territorial             
integrity of Ukraine. We condemn any act of aggression against Ukraine". The UK was also               
one of the members of the EU therefore the UK also imposed the actions that the EU                 
imposed.  

US  



On 28 February, Barack Obama's statement was released warning Russia not to intervene in              
Crimea. The statement said that President Obama is "deeply concerned by reports of military              
movements taken by the Russian Federation inside of Ukraine." It added that "any violation              
of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity would be deeply destabilizing, which is not in              
the interest of Ukraine, Russia, or Europe" and that it would be "a clear violation of Russia's                 
commitment to respect the independence and sovereignty and borders of Ukraine, and of             
international laws." Seeing that Russia is continuing to operate in Crimea, Obama signed the              
Executive Order 13660/13661 which imposed sanctions to specific individuals such as           
blocking their entry into the US on 7 March 2014. On 12 September the US imposed                
sanctions on Russia’s biggest companies like Gazprom and Sberbank by limiting their ability             
to enter the US debt market.  

Germany  
Angela Merkel called Russia's actions "unacceptable" and their doings would break           
international law. Merkel reminded that Russia accepted the independence of Ukraine in            
1994 and is now not honoring the Budapest Memorandum. In a policy statement delivered to               
the Bundestag, she stated that "Ukraine's territorial integrity is not negotiable". In March             
2015, after talks with Petro Poroshenko, Angela Merkel remarked that the annexation was in              
violation of international law, and therefore it's Germany's goal to restore the Crimean             
peninsula to Ukraine. Germany is also involved in the sanctions imposed by the EU. 

PREVIOUS TREATIES AND INITIATIVES  

 
The Treaty on Friendship,Cooperation and Partnership  

The treaty was signed in the capital of Ukraine (Kiev) by the Ukranian President              
Leonid Kuchma and Russian President Boris Yeltsin on May 31 1997. Being ratified by the               
Law of Ukraine in 14 January 1998, the agreement ensures that the citizens of other               
countries’ rights and freedoms are considered on the same basis and extent in order to               
provide them the needs under the national legislation of States and international treaties.             
Every country is expected to protect the order of the rights of each citizen in accordance                
with commitments under the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe as well             
as the recognized principles and norms of international law.  

Regardless of the confirmation of this agreement Russia and Ukraine have never            
agreed on the final ratification and demarcation of a border between the two countries.              
This specific treaty has expired since April 2019 which made it open to any fixes in the                 
principle of strategic partnership, the recognition of the inviolability of existing borders and             
the mutual commitment to assure citizens that the security will not be harmed in any sort.  

The treaty prevents the invasion of one anothers country respectively to avoid any             
sort of war. Ukraine has intended to renew the treaty in September 2018 so bu 31 March                 
2019, the treaty has expired.  

Until 31 March 2019 the treaty renewed itself on each 10th anniversary with the              
condition of one party advising the other of its intention to end the treaty six months prior to                  
the expiration.  

Since the 2014 Russian annexation the relations between these two countries           



have deteriorated. As a result, the Ukranian President Petro Poroshenko signed a            
decree not to extend the treaty. 

 
Partition Treaty On The Status and Conditions of the Black Sea Fleet  

With the inclusion of 3 agreements between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, the             
establishment of independent national fleets became the main focus. These agreements           
included the Agreement on the Parameters of the Division of the Black Sea Fleet", the               
"Agreement between the Russian Federation and Ukraine on the Status and Conditions of             
the Presence of the Russian Federation Black Sea Fleet on the territory of Ukraine" and               
"Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of            
Ukraine on Payments Associated with the Division of the Black Sea Fleet and Its Presence               
on the territory of Ukraine" . Alongside the establishment of the fleets on 28 May 1997, the                 
agreement precisely focused on divided armaments and bases between Ukraine and           
Russia. In addition it set conditions for the basing of the Black Sea Fleet.  

Under the treaty, the Soviet Black Sea Fleet was headquartered in the Crimean             
Peninsula being partitioned between Russia (81.7%) and Ukraine (18.3%) where Russia           
holds the right to use the Port of Sevastopol in Ukraine for 20 years until 2017.  

With the treaty, Russian government was also allowed to maintain up to 25 000              
troops, 24 artillery systems, 132 armored vehicles, and 22 military planes on the Crimean              
Peninsula. Considering the status of forces in the agreement, the Russian government was             
bound to respect the sovereignty of Ukraine, honor its legislation and preclude interference             
in the international affairs of Ukraine.  

With the ratification of a payment treaty, Russia paid 526 million dollars as             
compensation for its part of the fleet to a 97 million dollar priced leasement of Crimean                
bases. The deduction of this payment was from the Russian gas provided and billed to               
Ukraine.  

Kharkiv Pact  

The Agreement on the Black Sea Fleet in Ukraine between Russia and Ukraine             
widely referred to the Kharkiv Pact (Kharkiv Accords) which precisely focuses on the             
Russian lease on naval facilities in Crimea. The treaty was extended until 2042, it also had                
an additional five year renewal option in exchange for a multiyear discounted contract to              
provide Ukraine with Russian natural gas.  

The agreement was signed on 21 April 2010 by the Ukranian President Viktor             
Yanukovych and Russian President Dimitry Medvedev and ratified by 
the parliaments of the two countries on 27 April 2010. This has aroused much controversy in                
Ukraine which ended up with the termination of the treaty on 31 March 2014 shortly after the                 
March 2014 annexation.  

The terms of the agreement included the 30% drop in the price of the natural gas                
sold to Ukraine by Russia. The Russian government agreed on these terms in exchange              
for the permission to extend Russia’s lease of a naval base in an Ukranian Black Sea port                 
of Sevastopol for an additional 25 years with a 5-year renewal option. (to 2047)  

The agreement limited the increase of the price however the main unfavourable terms for              
Ukraine remained in place with the 2009 gas contract.  



Treaty on Cooperation in the Use of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait  

Being ratified on 24 December 2003, the treaty focused on a common ground             
between Russia and Ukraine on sea and fisheries. After the ratification the President of              
Ukraine Leonid Kuchma and President of Russia Vladmir Putin decided to enter its force on               
23 April 2004.  

The Parties aimed to proceed from the necessity of conservation of the Azov-Kerch             
area of water as integral economic where it was used in the interests of the Russian                
Federation and Ukraine. As suggested the delimitation of The Sea of Azov would be in               
accordance with the Agreement signed by the Parties.  

In addition, Russian–Ukrainian cooperation in the spheres of navigation, fisheries,          
protection of marine environment, ecological safety and life-saving in the Sea of Azov and              
the Kerch Strait was expected to be implemented on the basis of existing international              
agreements  

In the context of a press conference in Rome which was on the Kerch Strait               
incident(2018) , Sergey Lavrov (The Minister of Foreign Affairs) drew attention to the fact              
that the agreement stipulates free navigation as the Sea of Azov is the common interval               
waters. Both sides have the right for inspection but the remaining 24 sailors and 3 ships in                 
the custody of Russia were in violation of the agreement.  

The Agreement on Settlement of Political Crisis in Ukraine  

Being signed on 21 February 2014 the agreement was between the President of Ukraine              
Viktor Yanukovych and the leaders of the parliamentary 
opposition under the mediation of the European Union and the Russian Federation. The             
main intent of the agreement was to stop the mass bloodshed in the capital of Ukraine, Kyiv                 
where the occurrence of the sharp political crisis is inevitable.  

Since November 2013 the Ukranian authorities have suspended the process of           
signing the Association agreement with the European Union. The provision of the agreement             
made a return to the 2004 Constitution which is the parliamentary presidential form of              
government. In addition, it also granted the withdrawal of security forces from downtown             
Kyiv, the cessation of violence and surrender of weapons by the opposition.  

Ukraine–European Union Association Agreement  

The Ukranian-European Association Agreement establishes a political and economic         
association between the parties. After September 2017, the agreement entered into force            
where both parties made a commitment to co-operate and converge an economic policy and              
regulate advanced rules in a broad range of areas. These areas include equal rights for               
workers, the exchange of information and the area of justice.  

The political aspect of the agreement was encountered with the treaty signed on 21              
March 2014 due to the revolution in Ukraine and the overthrow of the incumbent President               
of Ukraine. This ousting was sparked by the refusal to sign the agreement with Russia               



which is known to be Ukraine’s second largest trading partner. Instead of the given              
agreement, the president presented an association with the Customs Union of Russia,            
Belarus and Kazakhstan as a replacement. On 25 May 2014 Peter Poroshenko was             
elected as the president and on 27 June 2014 he signed the economic part of this                
agreement. It was considered the “first but most decisive step” towards EU membership.  

Alongside its commitment, the agreement paved the way for the modernisation of            
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure. Both parties hosted regular summit meetings between          
ministers, officials or other experts.  

Both parties sought to establish exceptional relations mainly with the cause of            
ensuring the imports of grain and natural gas from Ukraine as well as its exports of goods                 
are not threatened due to the conflict.  

As a result of the free trade with the European Union, Ukraine aims to increase its                
exports with an enthusiastic outlook. 

 
Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances  

On 5 December 1994 at the OSCE conference in Budapest Hungary, three political             
agreements were signed relating to the accession of the Treaty on the Non Proliferation of               
Nuclear Weapons by Belarus, Kazakhstan, Ukraine to assure the security assurances. The            
original memorandum was signed only by these countries meanwhile the United Kingdom,            
China, France and United States gave inadequate assurances in separate documents.  

The memorandum focuses precisely on the political independence and territorial          
integrity of Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Belarus.  

With the agreement the United States and the United Kingdom agree to recognize             
the “independence and sovereignty” of Ukraine however they expect Ukraine to give up its              
nuclear weapons.  

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS ON RELATED PROBLEMS  

Kerch Strait Incident (25 November 2018)  
The outset of the incident is on 25 November when 3 Ukranian naval vessels              

including a tugboat and two gunboats attempted to transit the Kerch Strait from the Black               
Sea to Azov Sea in order to reinforce the small Ukranian naval force at the ports of Mariupol                  
and Berdyansk. Russian vessels backed by injuring six Ukraniansailors, ramming and firing            
on the ships.  

Due to the incident, courts in Crimea have ordered over 20 crewmen to be held for                
the pending of the trial. Having engaged the Ukranian forces the first time, Russian forces               
carried out the seizure of Crimea alongside the military involvement in eastern Ukraine             
without insignia.  

This clash is considered as a subsequent stoking of separatism in eastern Ukraine             
and it has seriously simmered the escalation of the conflict. The incident has also made               
Ukraine vulnerable for disruptive implications on its economy.  



2014 Crimean Status Referendum  

The Crimean status referendum was a controversial vote on the political status of Crimea on               
16 March 2014 by the legislature of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the              
government of Sevastopol (both subdivisions of Ukraine). It hasn’t been recognized by most             
countries. The referendum aimed 
to reach the public opinion of the local population whether they wanted to join Russia as a                 
federal subject, or if they wanted to restore the 1992 Crimean constitution and the Crimean               
status as a part of Ukraine.  

With a 97 percent vote for integration of the Russian Federation and a 83 percent               
voter turnout, the official result from the Autonomous Republic of Crimea also had a              
percentage of 97 for integration of the region into the Russian Federation with a 89               
percent voter turnout.  

Most recently in 2014 the Ukranian President Viktor Yanukovych claimed          
that the past actions were caused by a “coup” and that the new interim government               
in Kyiv was illegitimate .  

The referendum’s available choices didn’t include the status quo Crimea and           
Sevastopol at the moment the referendum was held. Crimean parliament was given greater             
Powers by the 1992 constitution including full sovereign power to establish relations with             
other states. The constitution ended up with an argument with Western and Ukrainian             
commentators since they have assumed that the referendum choices would result in de facto              
separation from Ukraine.  

Before the plebiscite, the ballot choices were set and the Crimean peninsula            
has hosted Russian soldiers who managed to oversee public buildings and Ukranian            
military installations before, during and after the plebiscite.  

Orange Revolution  

The Orange Revolution took place in the immediate aftermath of the 2004 Ukranian             
Presidential Election from late November 2004 to January 2005. After the accusations            
regarding the corruption and the electoral fraud on the vote, acts of civil disobedience and               
general strikes occurred with the cooperation of the opposition movement.  

Several reports from domestic and foreign election monitors displayed that the           
run-off was rigged and Ukraine’s Supreme Court ordered that the original run-off was             
annulled. For the second run off, observers clarified the fairness where the final results              
showed a clear victory for Yushchenko. On 23 January 2005 with his inauguration the              
Orange Revolution ended.  

As the years went by, this revolution altered the relations between the pro             
government circles of Belarus and Russia.  

5 years later in the 2010 presidential election Yanukovych became the president’s            
successor and that election has been proved to be conducted fairly. The ousting power of               
Yanukovych lasted for four years however the 
2014 Euromaidan clashes in Kyiv deposed Yanukovych from his power.          
Unfortunately these protests resulted in more than 100 deaths.  



Revolution of Dignity  
The fight of Ukranian citizens which was named the “Euromaidan”, was considered            

one of the most amplitudinous events in the recent history of Ukraine and a logical course                
for the protection of human and citizenship rights.  

As a sign of protest, hundreds of people came to the square on 21 November 2013 since                 
they had refused the ratification of a document to which their state had been coming for                
years from the Russian President Viktor Yanukovych. After the membership agreement of            
Ukraine in the EU (November 30) , several hundreds of activists maintained the street              
protest. They were chased by the police therefore as a reaction on December 1 thousands               
of people came to the centre of Kyiv to protest once again. The convocation of the police                 
and the rebellion against the rapprochement with Russia ended up with an eurointegrative             
meeting with the “Euromaidan” title.  

Being transformed into a renewal of a state system, people demanded the guilty to be               
punished in the violence against protesters. After the cruelty done against the youth, the              
movement altered into a campaign of the civil disobedience to the authoritarian regime and              
the violation of human rights.  

The Euromaidan was able to achieve the escape of the president with their remaining              
tactics. Ukraine became the associated member of the European Union and as a             
consequence of the Free-Trade-Zone with the EU, the turnover of goods with the             
European countries is in constant growth.  

The incident became the epicentre of fundamental changes in the country.           
Occurance of social and cultural changes alongside political ones remind on the            
modifications in the geopolitical perspective.  

The appearance of people on the streets in November 2013, following the            
government's failure to sign the Association Agreement with the European Union, was            
decided by most experts as the option of humanity. The continuation of civil demonstrations              
and social self-organization in response to pressure from the state and citizens’ unions to              
defend Ukraine from military aggression in the East imply that the choice is extremely              
essential.  

Throughout the next three months, the creative energy of the youth redirected            
to active fellowships and the creation of credible projects. All 
Ukranian volunteer organizations had been created and the Maiden of Foreign Affairs            
became the influential counselling area of international relations.  
 

Simferopol Incident  
The Simferopol incident is a series of conflicts that occured between Russia and Ukraine that               
started on 18 March 2014. Allegedly, disguised Russian and Crimean troops attacked a             
Ukranian administered military base which resulted in the death of a Ukranian and a              
Crimean troop. This marked the first casualty of the Russio-Ukranian crisis.  
 
Tatar Boycott of The Crimean Referendum  



There is a constant anticipation regarding the referendum set by pro-Russian           
government for March 16. The poll questions whether Crimea should rejoin Russia or             
whether the greater autonomy should be on Kyiv.  

The indigenous community of Tatar feared the previous cruel ruling of Moscow and             
boycotted against the vote. Although it has been described as illegal by the Ukranian              
government, the Tatars never seemed to undermşne the abilities of the government as             
seen by the forceful deportation by Stalin in the 1940s. They’re worried that Kremlin could               
do it again.  
 
Declaration of Independence of the Republic of Crimea  
The Supreme Council of Crimea and the Sevastopol City Council adopted a joint resolution              
proclaiming the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol a sovereign             
state -- the Republic of Crimea. After the referendum on 16 March 2014, Russian troops               
seized the region’s parliament. Due to this fact the referendum wasn’t internationally            
recognised by most countries.  
 
UN Security Council Action on Crimea Referendum Being Blocked 
The resolution submitted by the Security Council reaffirmed Ukraine’s sovereignty, unity            

and territorial integrity. Thirteen members of the Security Council voted in favour however             
Russian Federation voted against and China abstained. As a defense the Russian            
Permanent Representative to the UN Vitaly Churkin stated that it was blatant that Russia              
would go against the resolution with full respect to Crimeans.  

It has been assumed by the Russian representative that they consider this            
resolution a “declaration of illegal where residents of Crimea decide on 
their future”. The representative of China suggested a “balanced solution” to the conflict             
within a framework of law. He called for the creation of a coordination group.  

With deep disappointment and incredulity most of the Council members surmounted           
the fact that this was the seventh time the body was convening to discuss the same issue.                 
The Secretary General cautioned against any decisions that could impact the sovereignty            
and the unity of Ukraine and stated that the actions taken should be in accordance with the                 
provisions of the UN charter.  

UN officials have been appealing to both parties to engage the situation more             
politely and take part in constructive dialogue to forge a peaceful way forward in Ukraine.  

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 
1772-1795  A huge part of western Ukraine is absorbed into Russia          

through the partitions of Poland 

1783  Russia takes over southern Ukraine owing to the annexation of          
the Crimean Khanate 



 
 

19th century  Ukrainan education, literature and historical research goes       
through a visible reawakening. Habsburg-run Galicia becomes       
the center of Ukraine's political and cultural activity. Due to the           
reawakening of Ukraine Russia prevents the Ukranian language        
from developing by banning the usage of it. 

1917  After the collapse of the Russian Empire, Central Rada         
council was set up in Kyiv. 

1918  As a result of the Declaration of Independence in Ukraine,          
multiple rival governments aimed to have full authority of the          
mainland during the ensuing civil war. 

1921  After the Russian Red Army conquered two-thirds of Ukraine,         
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic was established.       
Western became a part of Poland. 

1920s  Ukrainian language and culture is encouraged within strict        
political bounds by the Soviet government. 

1932  During the collectivisation of Stalin millions died in a         
man-made famine known in Ukraine as the Holodomor. 

1939  Soviet Union annexed Western Ukraine under Nazi-Soviet       
Pact terms. 



 
 

1941  Due to the Nazi occupation to the country, Ukraine suffers          
terrible wartime devastation. Multiple millions of people died        
while fighting the Nazi Germany including Jews. 

1944  Around 200 000 Crimean Tatars were deported to Siberia         
and Central Asia due to the false accusations of the          
cooperation with Nazi Germany by Stalin. 

1954  Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev transfers the Crimean       
peninsula to Ukraine. 

1960s  In 1972 dissidents repressed due to the increasement in         
covert opposition to Soviet rule. 

1986  A reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear power station explodes,         
sending a radioactive plume across Europe. Desperate efforts        
are made to contain the damaged reactor within a huge          
concrete cover. 

1991  The Declaration of Independence in Ukraine resulted in an         
attempted coup in Moscow. 

1990s  250 000 Crimean descendants had to return to Crimea due to           
the collapse of Soviet Union. 

1994  Leonid Kuchma (President of Ukraine) builds a policy to         
balance the overtures to the West and make a proper          
alliance with Russia. 

1996  A new currency is introduced and the democratic constitution is          
adopted in Ukraine. 



 
 

2002 March  After the release of the general election results, parties         
opposed the President by alleging widespread electoral       
fraud. 

2002 May  The decision to launch a bid formal bid to join NATO has            
been announced by the government 

2004 November  As the opposition leader Viktor Yuschenko starts a mass         
protest campaign due to the rigged election allegations. It         
gave victory to pro-Russian candidate Viktor Yanukovych.       
The Supreme Court later annuls poll results. 

2005 December  Viktor Yushchenko became president after winning the       
December election re-run. Relations with Russia sour, leading        
to frequent disputes over gas supplies and pipeline transit         
fees. 

2006 July  Socialist Party collaborates with Viktor Yanukovych to       
abandon Orange Revolution allies to form a coalition. 

2008 October  Owing to the financial crisis, the value of Ukranian currency          
falls sharply . 

2010  Viktor Yanukovych is elected in the second round of         
presidential election. Parliament votes to abandon NATO       
membership aspirations. 

2013 November  Protesters go against the abandonment plans to sign an         
association agreement with the EU by taking it to the streets. 

2014 February  President Yanukovych flees to Russia, opposition takes over. 



 
 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND USEFUL LINKS  

2014 March  The annexation of Crimea occurs prompting the biggest        
East-West showdown since the Cold War. US and EU         
impose harsh sanctions on Russia 

2014 May  Petro Poroshenko wins the presidential election on       
pro-Western platform. 

2014 September  Nato confirms Russian troops and heavy military equipment        
entering eastern Ukraine. 

2014 October  Parliamentary elections produce a convincing majority for       
pro-Western parties. 

2017 July  Ukraine's association agreement with the European Union is        
ratified by all signatories, and comes into force on 1 September. 

2018 May  Putin officially opens a bridge linking southern Russia to         
Crimea, an action Ukraine calls illegal. 

2019 April-July  Volodymyr Zelensky is elected as the president. 

2019 October  Ukraine becomes embroiled in US impeachment row over        
allegations of President Trump attempting to put pressure on the          
country over investigating possible Democrat president rival Joe        
Biden. 
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