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  My name is Müjde Ocaktan and I’m a tenth-grader at ANKU College. It's my utmost pleasure to 

serve you as the President Chair of GA1: DISEC. I’ve been attending MUN conferences ever 

since middle school and it’s still one of my biggest hobbies. As the whole quarantine process got 

tough and overwhelming for most of us, I genuinely hope this online conference will be a unique 

academic experience for you and I’m looking forward to meeting you all. 

 

  My name is Ayda Duru Akdoğan. I am a tenth-grader at Eskişehir Bahcesehir College and I will 

be serving as your co-chair. It is my second year in MUN conferences and in a really short time, 

it became a passion for me. As we all know the world is going through a great pandemic and 

under these circumstances we are getting used to a new term called ‘’online mun’’. Although it 

may not feel the same as regular MUN conferences I believe that it is a great opportunity for you 

during these suffocating times. I am looking forward to meeting you all. Stay safe. 

 

General Overview  

 

  Nuclear weapons are the most dangerous weapons on earth. Although it was only used in 

warfare twice throughout history -Hiroshima and Nagasaki- about 14,500 weapons remain at 

present and more than 2,000 nuclear tests have been conducted. Several countries want to 

produce such weapons for their national defense and as a sign of power, yet, there are undeniable 

risks of these weapons being used during a war once again or getting acquired and exploited by 

terrorist groups. Hence, international organizations are trying to establish a global framework for 

nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament but it’s incredibly difficult to find common ground and 

come up with a long-term agreement since countries’ nuclear weapon policies differ from each 

other. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is the most effective agreement that exists today for 

ensuring nuclear disarmament worldwide but unfortunately, there are still many problems that 

couldn’t be solved. One of the main regions that has been negatively affected is the Middle East 

as it has been a zone of conflict and war for decades. Currently, Iran and Israel have the largest 

nuclear capabilities while several other Middle Eastern countries are working on programs of 

building nuclear plants. 

 

  There are several fundamental reasons why the production of nuclear weapons is dangerous 

for the Middle East. Firstly, many terrorist groups such as ISIS, Taliban, Hamas, Al-Qaeda, etc. 

are mainly active in this region, which is why these groups’ acquisition of nuclear inventory is even 

more probable. On the other hand, there’s a major tension between most Middle Eastern 

countries’ bilateral and multilateral relationships and with these weapons here, the possibility of a 

nuclear conflict is created as well. The circumstances would be aggravated even more with 

nuclear proliferation. Thus, the United Nations has been working on the establishment of a 

nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East since the 1960s. A nuclear-weapon-free zone is 



defined by the UN as “an agreement which a group of states has freely established by treaty or 

convention that bans the use, development, or deployment of nuclear weapons in a given area, 

that has mechanisms of verification and control to enforce its obligations, and that is recognized 

as such by the General Assembly of the United Nations.” With that being said, the intended 

agreement for the Middle East is still a work in progress.  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

 

Weapons of mass destruction (WMDs): A WMD is any type of weapon (nuclear, chemical, 

biological, radiological, etc.) that can kill and bring major damage to numerous people, jeopardize 

the natural environment and human-made structures. 

 

Uranium enrichment: The process of acquiring the needed nuclear fuel from U-235 (a 

radioactive isotope of uranium) either for weapon production or peaceful purposes. 

 

Centrifuge: In order to physically separate particles with different masses, a centripetal force 

accelerates molecules and this process is called a centrifuge. A significant use of gas centrifuges 

is for the separation of uranium-235 from uranium-238. Since the only isotope that can be used 

for enrichment is U-235, this method is commonly used in nuclear technology. 

 

Warhead: A warhead is a toxic and explosive material that is delivered and activated by a missile, 

rocket, or torpedo. It can be considered as a type of bomb as well. Fission bombs and 

thermonuclear weapons are dangerous nuclear warheads as they release an enormous amount 

of energy. 

 

Nuclear proliferation: Nuclear proliferation is the spread of nuclear weapons, radioactive and 

fissionable material, or any other form of nuclear technology to different countries. In other words, 

nuclear proliferation is when the utilization of nuclear technology gets more common globally. 

Although this spread can also be done for peaceful purposes, this term generally implies the 

armament-related part of the topic. 

 

Sanction: Economic sanctions are commercial and financial penalties applied by one or more 

countries to a targeted state, group, or individual. For instance, tariffs and restrictions put on 

international trade to that country are several different types of sanctions. It’s similar to an 

embargo, however, embargoes are more severe forms of sanctions with a direct no-fly zone or 

naval blockade. 

 

P5 + 1: P5 is an abbreviation for “Permanent Five”, which refers to the five permanent members 

of the United Nations Security Council: United States of America, United Kingdom, Russian 

Federation, People’s Republic of China, and France while +1 refers to Germany. 

  

Historical Background  
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  The Middle East has seen many of the world's oldest cultures and civilizations. This history 

started from the earliest human settlements, continuing through several major pre- and post-

Islamic Empires through to the nation-states of the Middle East. Sumerians were the first people 

to develop complex systems to be called "Civilization",  then Egyptian civilization coalesced with 

the political unification of Upper and Lower Egypt under the first pharaoh. Mesopotamia was home 

to several powerful empires that came to rule almost the entire Middle East. After that, the Iranian 

Medes followed by the Achaemenid Empire and other subsequent Iranian states and empires 

dominated the region. In the 1st century BC, the expanding Roman Republic absorbed the whole 

Eastern Mediterranean. The Eastern Roman Empire, today commonly known as the Byzantine 

Empire, ruling from the Balkans to the Euphrates, became increasingly defined by and dogmatic 

about Christianity, gradually creating religious rifts between the doctrines dictated by the 

establishment in Constantinople and believers in many parts of the Middle East. From the 3rd 

century up to the course of the 7th century AD, the entire Middle East was dominated by the 

Byzantines and the Sasanian Empire. From the 7th century, a new power was rising in the Middle 

East, that of Islam. The dominance of the Arabs came to a sudden end in the mid-11th century 

with the arrival of the Seljuq dynasty. In the early 13th century, a new wave of invaders, the armies 

of the Mongol Empire, mainly Turkic, swept through the region. By the early 15th century, a new 

power had arisen in western Anatolia, which was the Ottoman Empire and they ruled the region 

until its collapse at the end of WW1.  

  Beginning with the French invasion of Egypt in 1798, European countries began to intervene in 

the politics of the Middle East. European colonial control reached its height in the aftermath of 

World War I when the Ottoman Empire was dismembered and given over to Britain and France 

as part of the League of Nations mandate system. Britain and France arranged the borders 

according to their own benefits without the consent of the natives, so these borders only existed 

because they were strategically important but when these mandates granted independence after 

WW2 and became independent countries, they were not given the right to rearrange these 

borders. These borders split the people up who wanted to be together and made countries out of 

people who didn’t want anything to do with one another. And this led to many problems in the 

region like political and economic instability, ethnic and religious conflicts etc. The region faced 

coups, civil wars, revolutions again and again. Today countless armed militias and terrorist groups 

are spreading violence across borders. 

  Throughout the years the Middle East faced many difficulties but among all the uprisings, civil 

wars, and insurgencies 2 countries always seem to be involved: Saudi Arabia and Iran. Each side 

supported dictators, rebel groups, and intervened in civil wars to contain the other. Iran and Saudi 

Arabia are two powerful rivals that are fighting over control of the Middle East. 

  By the 1970s both Iran and Saudi Arabia had oil-based economies and had governments backed 

by the US but the feelings among each population were very different. Shah of Iran did not have 

the same control or affection over his people that the Saudi people felt towards their monarchy. 

Islamist revolutionaries opposed the western secular policies of the authoritarian Shah of Iran 

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and by the end of the decade, they finally fought back. In 1979 

Ayatollah Khomeini and his supporters overthrew the Shah and that started the real tension 

between Iran and Saudi Arabia.  



  Ayatollah Khomeini was a Muslim cleric who opposed the Western-backed monarchies. He 

aimed at wiping off every Western-related thing from his country and in 1979 he led a revolution 

to establish just that. It was a massive international event that prompted reactions around the 

world, especially in Saudi Arabia. The Iranian Revolution terrified the government of Saudi Arabia. 

They were fearful that the ideology Ayatollah Khomeini supported would inspire their populations 

to rise up against them. There was a religious threat too. At that time Saudis claimed to be the 

leaders of the Muslim world mostly because Islam’s holiest sites Mecca and Medina are in Saudi 

Arabia. But Khomeini claimed his popular revolution made Iran the legitimate Muslim state. And 

there was also another divide; Saudi Arabia’s population is mostly Sunni while Iran is mostly Shia. 

  In 1980 Saudis’ fears came to life when Iran began exporting its ideologies. A CIA report from 

1980 detailed how the Iranian started supporting rebel groups, mostly Shia, trying to overthrow 

governments in Iraq, Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia. Under these circumstances Saudis  had no 

other choice than fighting back. They bolstered their alliance with the US by forming the Gulf 

Cooperation Council(GCC). The stage was set for conflict.  

  In September 1980 Iraq invaded Iran in 7 different areas.Iraq was ruled by Saddam Hussein at 

that time. He was hoping to stop the revolution, gain power and annex some of Iran’s oil 

reserves.He also wanted the control of Shatt Al-Arab waterway-the watery border between Iran 

and Iraq- because it was Iraq’s only access point to the waters of the Persian Gulf. Saudis 

provided money,weapons and logistical help to Iraq during the war. They saw Iraq like a wall 

which can hold back the Khomeini revolution. The protracted war between these neighboring 

Middle Eastern countries resulted in at least half a million casualties and several billion dollars’ 

worth of damages, but no real gains by other side. After 8 years in July 1988 Iran and Iraq 

accepted a peace agreement brokered by the UN. Security Council Resolution 598 called for a 

ceasefire and by the end of the month, the war was over. 

  During this war, Kuwait openly supported Iraq financially but by the time the war ended Iraq 

wasn’t able to repay the money it borrowed from Kuwait. This led to a conflict between the two 

nations and Iraq later requested that Kuwait forgive its 14 billion dollar debt arguing that the war 

prevented the Iranian revolution from reaching Kuwait. In 1990 Saddam sought to acquire 

Kuwait’s vast oil reserves but he publicly justified the invasion by claiming that Kuwait belonged 

to Iraq in the first place and had been unfairly carved out as a separate country by the League of 

Nations. Saddam seized Kuwait on August 8, 1990 causing an international uproar with the US 

being the loudest voice. Soon after the invasion the UN Security Council declared that if Saddam’s 

forces did not withdraw from Kuwait by January 15,1991 military force would be used. Iraqi forces 

refused to withdraw and on January 16 an army coalition led by the US intervened in the region 

and started the ‘‘Gulf War.’’ By February 28, the war was over. It was an easy and lopsided victory 

for the US. In the wake of the war Kurdish and Shiite Iraqis rose up against Saddam. Saddam 

used extreme ways like chemical weapons to suppress the uprisings. After the UN report which 

proved the use of chemical weapons it became the US goal to remove Saddam from power. In 

2003 the US invaded Iraq and overthrew Saddam Hussein. Neither Saudi Arabia nor Iran wanted 

this to happen since Iraq had been acting as a buffer between them. But problems arose when 

the US struggled to replace Saddam Hussein. The US had no idea what to do with Iraq at that 

time and it eventually created a security vacuum, a failed state and drove Iraq into an all out civil 



war. Without a government armed militias took control of Iraq,splintering the population. Sunni 

and Shia militias suddenly sprang all over the country. Many were radical Islamist groups who 

wanted to gain power amidst the chaos. Both Saudi Arabia and Iran saw these militia groups as 

an opportunity to gain power. The Saudis started sending money and weapons to the Sunni 

militias while on the other hand Iran was sending help to Shia ones. Iraq was suddenly a proxy 

war with Saudi Arabia and Iran supporting opposing sides. 

  As a result of these events the region got more and more complicated day by day. People in the 

region were suffering from unemployment that the instability created and they were simply like a 

time bomb ready to explode. And in January 2010, A Tunisian produce vendor stood in front of a 

government office and set himself on fire,killing himself. His name was Mohamed Bouazizi and 

he became a martyr who inspired others who were suffering from unemployment at the hands of 

corrupt governments and started a series of protests called the ‘Arab Spring’. The protests were 

so huge that only 1 week after Bouazizi’s death Tunisia’s government fell apart. The speed and 

success of the protest inspired others across the region. The movement rapidly took hold of the 

Middle East. Throughout January protests erupted in Algeria,Jordan and Oman. By January 25th 

the movement reached Egypt followed by Syria,Yemen,Iraq,Libya and several other countries. 

On February 11, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak stepped aside and Yemen’s government was 

overthrown. Libya followed them by ending the dictatorship and life of their leader Muammar 

Gaddafi who was captured and killed by Libyan rebel militia.  

  Although some of the Arab Spring protests did result in regime changes, not all of them had 

beneficial results for the working class. Extreme religious groups like ISIS took advantage of the 

chaotic atmosphere and filled the voids by using strong armed tactics and terrorism. Syria is the 

biggest example of this with its civil war which is going on since 2011. 

  On the other hand these protests had very different consequences for Saudi Arabia and 

Iran.Saudis wanted their region stable, and they didn't want anybody rising up against them. The 

Iranians’ ideology was exactly the opposite. They had been trying for decades to overturn the 

regional order. Like they did in Iraq they threw their weight behind different groups all over the 

Middle East. For example in Tunisia the Saudis backed the dictator government while the Iranians 

stoked protests. In Bahrain Iran supported Shia leaders seeking to overthrow the 

government,Saudi Arabia in turn sent troops to help quash the unrest. Both got involved in Libya, 

Lebanon and Morocco as well. As Saudi Arabia and Iran put more and more pressure on these 

countries they began to collapse. In some countries like Yemen and Syria they took a step further 

and sent their own militaries. In Yemen the Saudis are on the ground supporting the government 

while Iran is helping Houthis which is a Shia rebel group in the country.And the reverse is 

happening in Syria. The Iranian military is fighting side by side with extremist groups like 

Hezbollah in support of dictator Bashar Al-Assad. They are against rebel Sunni groups who are 

Saudi proxies. 

  While the region is this complicated, nuclear weapons make it even worse. Nuclear programs 

have had a long history in the Middle East dating back to Israel’s secret nuclear weapons program 

of the late 1950s. That program along with other security considerations led Iran, Iraq, Libya and 

Syria to also pursue nuclear weapons. All of those programs were either destroyed by Israel or 



dismantled through international diplomacy except for Iran’s. In 2015 Tehran committed to limiting 

its nuclear activities in a deal with P5+1. The Trump administration withdrew from this agreement 

in May 2018 and Iran did the same in January 2020 following the assacination of their commander 

Qasım Suleymeini. In a statement the Iranian government said ‘’The Islamic Republic of Iran will 

end its final limitations in the nuclear deal,meaning the limitation in the number of 

centrifuges.Therefore Iran’s nuclear program will have no limitations in production including 

enrichment capacity and percentage and number of enriched uranium and research and 

expansion.’’ 

  In the meantime other regional states also have their own civilian nuclear programs which aims 

to keep up with soaring domestic energy demands and reduce their dependence on fossil 

fuels.Turkey is moving ahead with a Russian plant to open in 2023. Egypt and Jordan are both 

planning to build nuclear reactors and Saudi Arabia has an ambitious plan to build sixteen reactors 

by 2040. Nuclear power might be a key ingredient of the region’s growing hunger for energy but 

it needs to be developed within strict international safety standards. And as more countries 

expertise in nuclear production the risk of nuclear weapons proliferation increases. That’s a 

dangerous trend in an unstable region like the Middle East with its lack of security and arms 

control framework. Also producing a nuclear weapon gets easier day by day and if a nuclear 

weapon ends up in the hands of an armed militia or  terrorist groups -which usually do not have 

to think about the consequences of their actions unlike formal governments-  there is no doubt 

that it will have destructive effects for the region. 

  Considering all these it is nothing but obligatory to establish a nuclear weapon free zone in the 

Middle East.Such a zone would strengthen the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), would 

help to promote global nuclear disarmament and would also help the Middle East peace as 

substantial confidence-building measures. The idea of a nuclear-weapon-free zone (NWFZ) in 

the Middle East  has been around for quite some time. Over the years, there have been several 

regional and multilateral initiatives. Since the late 1970s, almost every session of the General 

Assembly has called for negotiations on a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East however 

countries haven’t managed to come to an agreement yet. 

Related Countries and Organizations  

 

USA: 

  United States foreign policy in the Middle East has its roots as early as the Barbary Wars in the 

first years of the US 's existence, but became much more expansive after WW2 American policy 

during the Cold War which tried to prevent Soviet Union influence by supporting anti-communist 

regimes and backing Israel against Soviet-sponsored Arab countries. The U.S. also came to 

replace the United Kingdom as the main security patron of the Persian Gulf states in the 1960s 

and 1970s, working to ensure a stable flow of Gulf oil. Since the 9/11 attacks of 2001, U.S. policy 

has included an emphasis on counter-terrorism. The U.S. has diplomatic relations with all 

countries in the Middle East except for Iran, whose 1979 revolution brought to power a staunchly 

anti-American regime. 



 Recent priorities of the US government in the Middle East have included resolving the Arab–

Israeli conflict and limiting the spread of weapons of mass destruction among regional states 

especially in Iran. 

  When the Shah was in power in Iran the US had helped him develop a civilian nuclear program. 

There was concern decades later the new government of Iran was gonna try to take that program 

and develop a nuclear weapon.Because of these concerns the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action(JCPOA) -also known as the Iran Deal- was signed between P5+1 and Iran in 2015 but in 

2018 the Trump administration withdrew from it saying that the agreement was not strict enough 

and it was unfairly in favor of Iran.As a response Iran said that they will increase the enrichment 

of their uranium if they don’t remove the sanctions.  

  Although the US is trying to limit the usage of nuclear weapons in the Middle East they are 

actually the ones who introduced nuclear energy to the region by selling a reactor to Israel.They 

are also the first country to manufacture nuclear weapons and is the only country to have used 

them in combat, with the separate bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War II. Between 

1940 and 1996, the U.S. government spent at least $9.49 trillion in present-day terms on nuclear 

weapons, including platform development (aircraft, rockets and facilities), command and control, 

maintenance, waste management and administrative costs. It is estimated that, since 1945, the 

United States produced more than 70,000 nuclear warheads, which is more than all other nuclear 

weapon states combined.  

  The United States first began developing nuclear weapons during World War II in 1939, motivated 

by the fear that they were engaged in a race with Nazi Germany to develop such a weapon.During the 

cold war they made countless testings and more than 70,000 total warheads were developed. The 

space race between the Soviet Union and the USA was actually the legalized way to develop long-

range missile technologies. The United States is one of the five recognized nuclear powers by the 

signatories of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). As of 2017, the US has 

an estimated 4,018 nuclear weapons in either deployment or storage. 

 RUSSIA: 

  As early as 1910 in Russia, independent research was being conducted on radioactive elements 

by several Russian scientists. Despite the hardship faced by the Russian Academy of Sciences 

during the national revolution in 1917, followed by the violent civil war in 1922, the Russian 

scientists had made remarkable efforts towards the advancement of physics research in the 

Soviet Union in the 1930s.In 1939, German scientists reported his discovery of fission, achieved 

by the splitting of uranium with neutrons that produced the much lighter element barium. This 

eventually led to the realization among Russian scientists, and their American counterparts, that 

such reactions could have military significance and they began conducting their independent 

investigations on nuclear fission, mainly aiming towards power generation, as many were 

skeptical of the possibility of creating an atomic bomb anytime soon.From 1941 to 1946, the Soviet 

Union's Ministry of Foreign Affairs handled the logistics of the atomic bomb project, with Foreign 

Minister controlling the direction of the program.In contrast to American military administration in 

their atomic bomb project, the Russians' program was directed by political dignitaries.The collapse 

of the Soviet Union in 1991 left the Russian Federation in possession of the vast majority of the 

USSR's weapons of mass destruction (WMD) complex. Since then, Russia has implemented 



arms control agreements and participated in threat reduction programs that have dismantled and 

downsized substantial parts of its arsenals and made inventory numbers more transparent. 

  Russian ties to the Middle East go back centuries and provide a valuable foundation on which 

to build. From its quest for warm water ports and access to the Mediterranean in the eighteenth 

century, to its policy of protecting fellow Orthodox Christians living in Ottoman lands.However they 

hadn’t been involved in the region for a long time unlike their opponent USA until Putin came to 

power and sent his air forces and a limited number of ground troops to Syria. That intervention 

changed the course of the Syrian civil war and saved President Bashar al-Assad’s regime from 

what looked like certain defeat.Using its success in Syria as a springboard, Russia has 

transformed old relationships throughout the region and forged new ones. The Kremlin has raised 

its profile among Persian Gulf Arab states. Moscow is showing the region’s rulers that it can be a 

reliable partner, unlike the United States, -which cut ties with former Egyptian president Hosni 

Mubarak at the slightest sign of trouble-after a partnership of more than three decades. In 

contrast, the Kremlin has done business with Syria’s Assad family for over fifty years and has 

stood by its man.  

  On the other hand both Russia and Iran have held unfriendly relations with the US for decades. 

US implemented sanctions to both of them and this forced the two countries to rely on each other 

for certain types of trade like oil.In fact in recent years they’ve worked on an ‘’oil for goods’’ deal 

that could be worth as much as 20 billion dollars and would help Iran dispense with its excess of 

oil. Since the two share a border they are able to cooperate militarily as well. Russia’s collective 

Security Treaty Organization which serves as an affront to NATO has invited Iran to join. 

Additionally, the two are primary founders of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum which represents 

roughly 70% of the world’s natural gas.Due to military sanctions on Iran, the country also relies 

on Russia for armaments. Because of their similar interests in the region they have been allies 

with the Syrian government. 

  The Russian government has signed nuclear-free zone treaties regarding the Latin America and 

the South Pacific zone they also ratified protocol I and II for the African zone and as a permanent 

member of the United Nations Security Council, Russia took part in the negotiation of the July 

2015 JCPOA, which limits and rolls back Iran’s nuclear program. Russia backed the JCPOA on 

the grounds of supporting nonproliferation.  

 

SAUDI ARABIA: 

  Saudi Arabia is one of the two countries that determine the course of the region with its actions. 

But there is no doubt that one of the reasons behind their influence in the area is the support they 

have from the USA. Despite the differences between the two countries—an ultraconservative 

Islamic absolute monarchy, and a secular, constitutional republic—the two countries have been 

allies since 1945 but the relations between these countries go back to the early 1930s.  

  When Saudi Arabia was created it was an extremely poor country but following the discovery of 

oil and the cold war divide after WW2 , the USA recognized Saudi Arabia as an ally. At the time 

Saudi Arabia was an anti-communist and was a neutral enemy of the Soviet Union.As a result 

USA and Saudi Arabia united against the Soviet Union both in economic and military means. 

However oil is the main factor of their alliance.US imports 13% of its  oil needs from Saudi Arabia. 

In 1973 Saudi Arabia began an oil embargo against the US. This was a protest of the US ‘s 



support of Israel during the Yom Kippur War. The embargo ended the next year but had a severe 

impact on the US economy and way of life.In order to prevent future embargoes, the US promised 

to militarily and politically support Saudi Arabia while also using their companies to build up Saudi 

infrastructure. Moreover, besides this alleged deal, they already held a long-standing Mutual 

Defense Treaty which they signed in 1951. 

  The US also has a hand in the Saudi Nuclear program. In 2006, six members of Gulf Cooperation 

Council -one of them being Saudi Arabia- announced that the council was commissioning a study 

on the peaceful use of nuclear energy. In February 2007, the six states agreed with the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to cooperate on a feasibility study for a regional 

nuclear power and desalination program, with Saudi Arabia leading the investigation. Then in 

2008 of May, the United States and Saudi Arabia signed a memorandum of understanding, as 

part of the United States' vintage Atoms for Peace program, to boost Saudi efforts for a civilian 

nuclear program. This program did not involve support for the development of nuclear weapons. 

In January 2019, the IAEA delivered the final report of its Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review 

(INIR) mission in Saudi Arabia, concluding that "significant progress" had been made, including 

the establishment of a legislative framework and development of nuclear infrastructure. Now, 

some arms control experts are alarmed because last year, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman warned that "if Iran develops a nuclear bomb, we will follow suit".  

   On the other hand Saudi Arabia has been an opponent of nuclear weapons in the Middle East, 

having signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and is a member of the 

coalition of countries demanding a Nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 

 

IRAN: 

  Since its declaration in 1979, the Islamic Republic of Iran has never been in a good relationship 

with the USA. Actually its main goal was to create a country that has conservative anti-western 

especially anti-American social values.In November that same year a group of university students 

stormed and occupied the US embassy in Tehran taking more than 50 Americans for over a year. 

The US implemented sanctions on Iran as a response and backed Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war. 

However Iran-US relations haven't always been that bad. Actually USA was the one who replaced 

the country's prime minister Mohammad Mossadegh with Shah Pahlavi. The Shah acted as a 

pawn of the USA during his reign. 

 Iran’s nuclear program began under the Shah when the USA sold them their first nuclear research 

reactor. The Shah had plans for building  nuclear power reactors. When the Iran Revolution 

happened the Ayatollah shelved those plans because he did not want a Western-related 

technology in his country. But then Iraq attacked Iran in 1980  and they used chemical weapons 

against Iranians killing thousands of them. All the countries ignored it in fact the US vetoed a 

resolution in the UN Security Council condemning these attacks. After these events Iran decided 

to restart its nuclear program in 1984. However they didn’t go far with it and turned it off  

completely by 2003 according to the US intelligence agency. But they went ahead with the civilian 

side of the program. They built a nuclear reactor which is now operational and they decided they 

wanted to build their own fuel plant but there was a problem: Most countries that have nuclear 

power don’t make their own fuel; they buy it from the countries who help them build the reactors. 

(In Iran’s case that country was Russia.) But if a country builds fuel-and that was what Iran has 

done- it means that the country has thousands of centrifuges enriching uranium. The same facility 



that can enrich uranium to low levels for fuel can enrich it to high levels for bombs.This created a 

worldwide distrust towards Iran.In order to make sure that Iran was not going to produce nuclear 

weapons JCPOA signed between P5+1 and Iran.According to this agreement Iran agreed to 

eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%, 

and reduce by about two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for 13 years and in return USA 

accepted to remove the economic sanctions which Iran had been  suffering from since 1979. Until the 

US withdrawal which was in  2015 ,both sides fulfilled the terms of the agreement.The Iranian 

currency dropped significantly right after Trump announced the US withdrawal. Iran presented 

seven conditions for Europe to meet its commitments. Among them was that European powers 

must take steps to preserve business relations with Iranian banks and purchase Iranian oil despite 

the US pressure. One year after the withdrawal Iran halted sales of excess enriched uranium and 

heavy water to other countries. Rouhani also said that Iran would resume enrichment of uranium 

beyond 3.67 percent if other parties could not fulfill their duties to let Iran benefit from the 

economic advantages of the JCPOA. Iran made this decision after all major European companies 

abandoned doing business with them out of fear of US punishment. 

  In January,2020 the US killed Iran’s most powerful general  Qasım Suleimani with an air strike 

and this was the major step that brought Iran and US relations  to the breaking point.The Iranian 

president, Hassan Rouhani, said in a statement: “Suleimani’s martyrdom will make Iran more 

decisive to resist America’s expansionism and to defend our Islamic values. With no doubt, Iran 

and other freedom-seeking countries in the region will take his revenge.”Iran also announced that 

they will no longer commit to the terms of the JCPOA agreement but they will continue to work in 

cooperation with IAEA. 

  The call for the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East was proposed to the 

UN General Assembly in 1974 by Iran and Egypt. And again in 2006, by Iran's President 

Ahmadinejad, by Foreign Minister Mottaki in 2008, and by Foreign Minister Zarif in 2015. In early 

November 2012, Ali Asghar Soltanieh, Iran's ambassador to the IAEA, announced that his country 

planned to attend the WMD-free MidEast conference. The conference was however later 

cancelled. 

 

ISRAEL: 

  After being the victims of a holocaust during the WW2 Jews were convinced that they needed 

their own lands. According to Jews beliefs God told prophet Abraham and his people to settle in 

a land called Canaan which is in the approximate region of modern day Israel. This region was 

ruled by various groups and became home to many sites considered sacred by both 

Jews,Muslims and Christians. During this era Jews were forced to flee the area and spread 

around the world. The Jewish people faced discrimination in Europe and in the 1880s many 

Jewish people started emigrating back to the promised land in Ottoman controlled Palestine.By 

1914 there were more than 74.000 Jews in the area. After WW1 in 1922 the League of Nations 

approved a British declaration that promised a national home for the Jewish people in the 

Palestine area. But it took more than two decades to fulfill that promise. In 1939 WW2 broke out 

and more than 6 millions of Jews were murdered by Nazi forces and millions were displaced. In 

1947 after the war was over the UN decided to partition Palestine into two countries: the Jewish 

State of Israel and the Arab State of Palestine. Israel agreed to the partition however many Arabs 

in the region believed that the partition was made unfairly in favor of the Jewish population. And 



this started the long-lasting Arab-Israeli conflict. After the establishment of Israel in 1948 many 

Arab countries gathered to take action and formed the Arab League. There have been several 

conflicts between them most of which were won by Israel. Thanks to its victories Israel gained 

great influence in the region.  

  Iran and Saudi Arabia are also powerful countries that have great influence in the area. Until the 

Iranian Revolution, as a member of the Arab League, Saudi Arabia  has supported Palestinian 

rights to sovereignty however after the revolution and the Arab Spring Israel stated that they saw 

Saudi Arabia as a ‘’guarantor of stability’’. They are also both allies with the USA.  On the other 

hand there is a conflict going on between Iran and Israel. Key issues in the conflict include Iran's 

support of groups opposing Israel, Israel's support of anti-Iranian rebel groups, Iran's nuclear 

program, and Israel's ties with other rivals of Iran such as Saudi Arabia and the United States. 

The involvement of both countries in the Syrian Civil War has created additional possibilities for 

direct conflict between the two states.  

  Israel’s developments in nuclear energy also make them one of the strongest Middle Eastern 

countries. It is possible to say that they are the ones who started nuclear activity in the region. 

They started their nuclear weapons program shortly after their independence from British 

mandate in 1948. In 1955, the United States agreed to sell Israel a small research reactor under 

the auspices of the “Atoms for Peace” program. Although plutonium production was not allowed 

under the agreement, a secret report showed Israel’s intentions to use the American reactor to 

build a larger research complex. A 1956 letter between project officials spoke of an “upgrade” to 

the American reactor “to conduct more advanced experiments in plutonium separation.” It became 

clear, however, that this limited American assistance would not be sufficient to develop a viable 

nuclear program. France soon emerged as Israel’s closest political ally during its early years. 

During the early 1950s, the French nuclear program was in the process of building a sprawling 

complex of nuclear reactors across France. They arranged a secret meeting in September 1956 

when the two countries agreed on a deal to expand Israel’s “nuclear capacity.” The French 

government noted, however, the need for the Franco-Israeli agreement to remain a secret. They 

stated that ‘’‘We are willing, but we absolutely don’t want to be blacklisted by the Arabs and we 

don’t want to appear in name and we want this to be quite secret.’’ In 1961, the United States 

began to exert serious pressure on Israel to prevent nuclear weapons development. The United 

States feared that a nuclear Israel would upset the balance of power in the Middle East and cause 

neighboring Arab states to side with the Soviet Union in the Cold War.The Israeli government 

ultimately agreed to a series of American inspections. In May 1961, the Atomic Energy 

Commission (AEC) sent its first inspectors to Dimona. According to AEC ‘s report ,Dimona “was 

conceived as a means for gaining experience in the construction of a nuclear facility which would 

prepare them for nuclear power in the long run.” 

  Israel today is believed to possess an arsenal of at least 80 nuclear warheads and enough 

materials for over 100 additional bombs However the Israeli government has never confirmed its 

nuclear capabilities. They are also one of the few nations that haven’t ratified the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty and the Comprehensive-Test-Ban Treaty. 

  Israel has also openly rejected the resolution regarding the formation of a nuclear-weapon-free 

zone in the Middle East, calling it “deeply flawed and hypocritical”; Israel has stated that it would 

not take part in the resolution’s implementation.  

 



CHINA: 

 In 1955, the China National Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) was established. On 8 February 1970, 

China issued its first nuclear power plan, and the 728 Institute (now called Shanghai Nuclear 

Engineering Research and Design Institute) was founded. On 15 December 1991, China's first 

nuclear power reactor was connected to the grid.Today China is one of the world's largest 

producers of nuclear power. The country ranks third in the world(comes after USA and Russia) 

both in total nuclear power capacity installed and electricity generated, accounting for around one-

tenth of global nuclear power generated. 

  China has one of the world’s largest economies, they grew their economy tremendously in the 

last decade. But the US wants to stop this and this led to an economic conflict called the ‘’ trade 

wars’’ and it is possible to see its effects around the world including the Middle East. 

  The Middle East is also one of the many places that China invested in. They became the biggest 

trade partner and external investor for many countries in the region.And due to its economic 

growth in the area, the country has been forced to increase its engagement with the Middle East. 

China’s relationship with the Middle East revolves around energy demand and the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), launched in 2013. In 2015 China officially became the biggest global importer of 

crude oil, with almost half of its supply coming from the Middle East. As a strategically important 

crossroads for trade routes and sea lanes linking Asia to Europe and Africa, the Middle East is 

important to the future of the BRI – which is designed to place China at the center of global trade 

networks. For the moment, China’s relationship with the region focuses on Gulf states, due to 

their predominant role in energy markets. 

 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

 

   The origins of IAEA is based upon former U.S. president Eisenhower’s “Atoms for Peace” 

address to the United Nations General Assembly on 8 December 1953, the first time IAEA’s 

establishment was proposed. The organization was officially formed on 29 July 1957 through its 

own international treaty. Although IAEA is independent of the UN, it still reports to the General 

Assembly and Security Council. Their programs promote the development of the peaceful uses 

of nuclear energy, science, and technology; provide international safeguards against the 

exploitation of nuclear technology and nuclear materials. Nuclear safety (including radiation 

protection), nuclear security standards and their implementation are also intended to be ensured 

globally through these programs. 

 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) 

 

  UNODA was originally established in 1992 after a special session held for disarmament in the 

UN General Assembly. However, its name has changed several times throughout the years and 

received the name used today, UNODA, in 2007. This sub-body aims to achieve and improve 

general and complete disarmament under strict international control. Thus, the Office is working 

on transparency and confidence-building measures in the field of disarmament. It also provides 

objective and up-to-date information on multilateral disarmament issues and activities to the 

Member States, States parties to multilateral agreements, intergovernmental organizations and 
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institutions, departments and agencies of the United Nations system, NGOs, the media and the 

general public.  

 

Treaties and Initiatives 

 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

 

   The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, also known as the “Non-Proliferation 

Treaty” or the NPT, aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and achieve nuclear 

disarmament globally as well as promotes the utilization of nuclear technology for peaceful 

purposes in other sectors and equal access to this technology for all States parties. It was 

negotiated by the Eighteen Nation Committee on Disarmament between 1965 and 1968.  The 

treaty opened for signature in 1968 and entered into force in 1970. Although it was valid for a 

limited duration of 25 years at first, the signing parties decided to unconditionally extend the treaty 

indefinitely by consensus on 11 May 1995. In this meeting, it has also been decided to review the 

treaty every five years. Since the NPT has more countries as signing parties than any other 

disarmament agreement, it’s significantly important. There are four UN member states that never 

accepted the NPT and three of them either possess or are thought to possess nuclear weapons: 

India, Israel, and Pakistan. Additionally, South Sudan -found in 2011- has not joined. 

 

  “The NPT non-nuclear-weapon states agree never to acquire nuclear weapons and the NPT 

nuclear-weapon states in exchange agree to share the benefits of peaceful nuclear technology 

and to pursue nuclear disarmament aimed at the ultimate elimination of their nuclear arsenals.” 

is the central bargain the treaty is based on. To further the goal of non-proliferation and as a 

confidence-building measure between States parties, the Treaty establishes a safeguards system 

under the responsibility of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Safeguards are used 

to verify compliance with the Treaty through inspections conducted by the IAEA. The export 

controls of the Nuclear Suppliers Group is another additional measure taken. As of 2014, three 

Middle East countries have been found in non-compliance with their IAEA safeguards obligations 

under the NPT: Iraq, Iran, and Syria. Iran and Syria’s cases remain unresolved. 

 

Partial Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (PTBT) 

 

   PTBT is a treaty which prohibits all test detonations of nuclear weapons except the ones 

conducted underground. One of the fundamental reasons for this treaty was the public's anxiety 

about radioactive fallout caused by the testing of thermonuclear weapons (hydrogen bombs), 

which are even more powerful than atomic bombs. At first; a comprehensive ban was intended in 

the treaty, yet, it wasn’t possible because of several technical issues such as how underground 

tests would be detected and Soviet concerns over the intrusiveness of proposed detection 

methods. Firstly, it was signed by the US, the UK and the Soviet Union on 5 August 1963 in 

Moscow. As the treaty officially went into effect on 10 October 1963, 123 other states have signed 

and ratified it. Several UN member states including People’s Republic of China, France, Saudi 

Arabia and United Arab Emirates aren’t signatories.  
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   Even though this treaty decreased the number of radioactive particles in the atmosphere, it 

wasn’t effective enough for nuclear non-proliferation. One year after the PTBT’s entry into force, 

China has conducted the 596 test as they haven’t signed the treaty and became the world’s fifth 

nuclear power. In addition, the US has conducted more tests the decade following the ratification 

of the PTBT than the decade prior. The PTBT is not an ongoing agreement after the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty but it’s still in effect for states not party to the CTBT. 

 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test–Ban Treaty (CTBT) 

 

  CTBT is a multilateral treaty that bans all nuclear explosions for civilian and military purposes. 

There wasn’t much progress in the field of nuclear disarmament due to political circumstances 

during the Cold War Era. In 1991, an amendment conference was held by parties to the PTBT for 

discussing a proposal to convert the treaty into an instrument banning all nuclear weapon tests. 

Then, negotiations for a comprehensive test-ban treaty began in 1993. It was adopted by the UN 

General Assembly on 10 September 1996. However, it hasn’t entered into force yet as eight 

nations haven’t ratified the treaty: China, Egypt, Iran, Israel and the United States have signed 

but not ratified while India, North Korea and Pakistan have not signed it either. 

 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) 

 

    The TPNW is the first legally binding agreement to comprehensively prohibit nuclear weapons, 

with the goal of leading towards their total elimination. For this treaty to come into effect, at least 

50 countries have to sign and ratify it. As of 23 March 2020, 36 states have ratified the treaty so 

it’s not in force yet. For states that are party to it, the treaty prohibits the improvement, testing, 

production, stockpiling, stationing, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons, just as 

assistance and encouragement to these prohibited activities. For the nuclear-armed states, it 

provides for a time-bound framework for negotiations leading to the confirmed and irreversible 

disposal of its nuclear weapons program. 

 

Middle East Nuclear Weapon Free Zone (MENWFZ)  

   

  The MENWFZ is a proposed agreement like other nuclear-weapon-free zones. The initial steps 

towards the establishment of such a zone began during the 1960s, which led to a joint declaration 

made by Egypt and Iran in 1974. United Nations Security Council Resolution 687  (the ceasefire 

ending the Gulf War) recognized the objective of establishing the MENWFZ. After the Review 

Conference for the NPT made in 1995, IAEA held several meetings consisting of academics and 

experts in order to consider methods for establishing this zone. In 2004, the Gulf Research Center 

proposed the establishment of a WMD-free zone including the six members of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates), 

Iran, Iraq and Yemen. This subregional WMD-free zone was supposed to be the first move toward 

a more extensive one covering the entire Middle East. At the 2010 NPT Review conference, a 

conference for the MENWFZ was called for. However, they couldn’t come to an agreement for 

the agenda and other issues. Thus, the conference was canceled in November 2012. In 

September 2013, there was an initiative for a WMD-free zone (WMDFZ) in the Middle East. In 
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January 2014, the Secretary-General of UNODA received letters from all members of the Arab 

League (except for Syria) and Iran confirming support for declaring the Middle East a region free 

from weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. 

 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 

 

  JCPOA, commonly known as the “Iran Nuclear Deal”, is an agreement about the Iranian nuclear 

program that has been signed between Iran and P5+1+European Union on 14 July 2015. 

According to JCPOA; Iran should eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its 

stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98% and reduce by ⅔ the number of its gas centrifuges for 

13 years. For the next 15 years, Iran can only enrich uranium about 3.67% and can’t construct 

any new heavy-water facilities. Uranium enrichment will only be done in Iran at one facility by first-

generation centrifuges for 10 years. The IAEA will also have regular access to Iran’s nuclear 

facilities so that the process can be inspected. Iran has been in compliance with the agreement’s 

implementations and there wasn’t any sign of a nuclear and explosive device’s production after 

2009 based on the IAEA’s assessment. 

 

  On 8 May 2018, the Trump administration announced USA's official withdrawal from JCPOA 

after Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum, ordering the reinstatement of harsher sanctions. 

In his speech, he stated that the US would work with its allies in order to find a real, comprehensive 

and long-term solution through severely criticizing JCPOA. This withdrawal had major 

consequences on Iran, especially on its economy such as the immense drop on its currency and 

also the damage caused by reinstated sanctions. President of Iran, Hassan Rouhani agreed to 

JCPOA in return for the lifting of those sanctions in the first place. In fact, Iran’s GDP grew 

approximately 12.3% when the sanctions were lifted. Trump said he wanted to apply “maximum 

pressure” on Iran in order for them to renegotiate on a new deal by reimposing sanctions with 

their withdrawal. On 5 January 2020, after the Baghdad Airport Airstrike, Iran declared that it 

would no longer abide by the limitations of the deal yet it would keep coordinating with the IAEA. 

 

Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) 

 

   The PSI is a global initiative for the prevention of WMD trafficking, their delivery systems and 

other related materials. It was created by the US President George Bush in May 2003 and since 

then, over 105 nations have been a part of this effort including major nuclear powers such as 

Russia, the UK and France. Despite the support of half the UN member states; China, Indonesia, 

India, Iran, Syria and some other nations aren’t a part of the PSI. The PSI has shown a 

considerable amount of progress since 2003, embracing a much wider array of proliferation 

security issues, such as customs enforcement, export controls, proliferation finance, and 

intangible transfers of technology. Given its broad and flexible mandate, the PSI now plays a vital 

role in advancing proliferation security and standards of practice. This plan has been criticized by 

non-member countries about various issues including lack of transparency, legality, and the 

perception of a US-led initiative. Even though most of the criticisms have been faced with counter-

arguments, some countries are still expressing opposition against the initiative.  
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Timeline  

 

1949: The Israel Defense Forces find sources of uranium in the Negev desert. 

1950s: Iran’s nuclear program begins with U.S. assistance as part of the “Atoms for Peace” 

program, which began under 

1953: Iran launches a civilian nuclear program initiative with the aim of reaching nuclear 

cooperation agreements with other nuclear-capable states. 

1955: The United States agrees to sell Israel a small nuclear research reactor. 

1957: Israel begins work on the Negev Nuclear Research Facility, a large reactor in the desert 

near Dimona, which would become the foundation for Israel’s nuclear program in the following 

years. France begins to build a reactor for Israel and helps with the construction of the Negev 

facility. 

1959: The Tehran Nuclear Research Center (TNRC) is established at Tehran University. 

1960s: Steps to establish a nuclear weapons-free zone in the Middle East begin. The Committee 

for the Denuclearization of the Middle East (a group of Israeli intellectuals) proposes the idea first 

in 1962, publicly stating that the development of nuclear weapons “constitute[s] a danger to Israel 

and to peace in the Middle East,” urging the United Nations to intervene “to prevent military 

nuclear production”. 

May 1961: The U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) sends inspectors to Dimona. The results 

affirm that Dimona only had a research reactor and was not capable of producing weapons-grade 

plutonium. This is reaffirmed by a second inspection in September 1962. 

1963: Israel agrees to buy 100 tons of uranium ore from Argentina in a secret agreement in 

response to rising tensions between the United States and Israel. 

1967: Tehran Research Reactor (TRR) begins operation at TNRC; 1967 is the most commonly 

cited date for when Israel first crossed the nuclear threshold—although estimates range from 

1965–1968; during the 1967 Six-Day War, it is alleged Israel built a nuclear weapon to be used 

as a last resort. 

1968: The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is opened for signature. 

The treaty recognizes five states as “nuclear weapons states”: the United States, the Soviet 

Union, the United Kingdom, France, and China. With the exception of Israel, all states in the 

Middle East have signed and ratified the treaty as of today. 

1973: During the October 1973 war, it is speculated that Israel once again considered a nuclear 

test. 



1974: The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) is established and decides to set up the 

Esfahan Nuclear Technology Center to develop nuclear technology; Iran signs a $1.2 billion deal 

with the France-based Eurodif consortium to enrich uranium on power facilities; Iran signs 

agreements with West German and French companies to build reactors in Bushehr and Bandar 

Abbas; Iran concludes NPT Safeguards Agreement, enabling the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) to independently verify the accuracy of Iran’s declarations about its nuclear 

material and activities. 

December 9, 1974: Egypt and Iran’s proposed Resolution 3236 to the United Nations General 

Assembly for the establishment of a Middle East Nuclear Weapons Free Zone (MENWFZ) is 

approved. 

1975: U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger signs US–Iran Nuclear Cooperation memorandum 

endorsing a $6.4 billion deal for six to eight nuclear reactors. 

1978: The United States finally agrees to let Iran reprocess US -supplied nuclear fuel in exchange 

for implementing additional safeguards. 

1978–1991: Project 922, Iraq’s project to produce chemical and biological weapons, is initiated. 

Much of the produced chemical weapons agents are used against Iran during the Iran–Iraq War 

(1980– 1988), and on the Kurdish people during the Persian Gulf War of 1991. 

1979: The 1978 agreement between Iran and the United States is terminated as the Islamic 

Revolution sees the overthrow of the Shah and Ayatollah Khomeini’s ascension, and the United 

States stops supplying enriched uranium to Tehran. All nuclear cooperation between the United 

States and Iran is eventually suspended after the U.S. Embassy hostage crisis. 

1980: Israel joins the international consensus regarding the Middle East Nuclear Weapons Free 

Zone (MENWFZ), which allows the General Assembly to pass a resolution with the goal of 

establishing the zone. 

1980-1991: Iran secretly restarts and significantly expands its nuclear program. 

1981: The Israeli Air Force bombs and damages the Iraqi Osirak reactor, claiming it as an act of 

self-defense; the bombing of Osirak would lead to the “Begin Doctrine,” the Israeli policy of 

counter-proliferation whereby it would preempt the emergence of weapons of mass destruction 

by military means. Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin called the decision “a precedent for 

every future government in Israel”. 

1981-1984: Saddam Hussein’s regime intensifies chemical weapons development. In January 

1981, testing of chemical weapons began, and they were first used on the battlefield in a limited 

form against Iranian forces between August 1983 and December 1983. By the end of the Iran– 

Iraq War in 1988, chemical weapons were used extensively by both sides. 



1983: Iran asks the IAEA to provide technical assistance with the production of uranium 

hexafluoride (UF6), a gas compound used for uranium enrichment. 

1984: Iran establishes its nuclear research facility in Isfahan. 

1986: Mordechai Vanunu, former nuclear technician, now widely renowned Israeli whistleblower, 

reveals the details of Israel’s nuclear program to the British press. Vanunu had worked at Dimona 

for eight years and had secretly taken photos of the nuclear complex. 

1987: U.S. Executive Order 12613 prohibits the import of Iranian products and oil into the United 

States; Iran signs a $5.5 million deal with Argentina to supply a new TRR core. 

1989: The IAEA General Conference requests that the director-general issue a study titled, “A 

Technical Study on Different Modalities of Application of Safeguards in the Middle East,” 

analyzing the status of nuclear activities and safeguards in the region. Following the preparation 

of this study, the director-general would go to a number of states in the region for consultation 

regarding the agency’s safeguards. 

1990: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak launches an initiative to establish in the Middle East a 

zone free from all weapons of mass destruction without exception. 

1990-1991 Gulf War: Iraq fires scud missiles multiple times at Israel and Saudi Arabia. Israel 

threatens retaliation against Iraq in July. 

1991: The U.N. Secretary General releases a report titled “Study on Effective and Verifiable 

Measures which Would Facilitate the Establishment of a NWFZ in the Middle East,” focusing on 

confidence-building measures. From 1991 to 1995, the ACSR talks took place between Arab 

countries and Israel, with Turkey as the designated facilitator. These talks would include a total 

of forty-two meetings over four years. 

1991-1998: The IAEA and the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) on Iraq dismantles 

all known WMDs in Iraq. 

April 3, 1991: UNSC Resolution 687 is passed, which stipulated that Iraq must be rid of all 

biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons, as well as the facilities that produced them, and 

endorsed the goal of establishing a zone free of all WMDs. 

1995: Delegates to the Review and Extension Conference of the NPT agree to extend the treaty 

indefinitely. Among the decisions adopted at the conference was a resolution calling for “the 

establishment of an effectively verifiable Middle East zone free of weapons of mass destruction, 

nuclear, chemical and biological, and their delivery systems”. Repeated attempts to hold a 

conference to agree on a negotiating process for the establishment of the zone have failed. 



November 2002: The IAEA adopts a resolution for Iran’s decision to sign the Additional Protocol, 

a protocol to a safeguards agreement that provides additional tools for verification and to suspend 

enrichment. 

February 2003: Iran acknowledges the existence of secret nuclear facilities at Natanz and other 

locations, and announces that it had extracted uranium from a newly discovered mine in Savand; 

Iran accepts modifications in NPT Subsidiary Arrangements, requiring the country to notify the 

IAEA of intentions to set up nuclear facilities; it is not ratified by parliament. 

May 31, 2003: The Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) is launched by President George W. 

Bush, aiming to counter WMD proliferation. The PSI is a global effort to stop the trafficking of 

WMDs, launched by Bush in 2003 in Poland and has now grown to include 105 nations. 

June 6, 2003: The IAEA issues a report stating that Iran has secret nuclear activities they failed 

to report. 

October 2003: Iran enters negotiations with the EU-3 (France, Germany, and the United 

Kingdom) to cooperate with the IAEA, and signs the Additional Protocol until February 2006, when 

Iran would end its obligations under the Additional Protocol and continue enrichment at Natanz. 

November 2003: Iran announces temporary suspension of its uranium enrichment program. 

December 2003: Iran signs the Additional Protocol; it is not ratified by parliament. Muammar 

Gaddafi announces Libya has made the decision to eliminate Libya’s WMD program. 

2004: Iran acknowledges covert program to acquire nuclear technology; Iran announces plan to 

build a heavy-water nuclear reactor; Iran reveals production of hexafluoride gas used to enrich 

uranium, ignoring the IAEA’s demand for suspension of all enrichment activities; Iran and EU3 

sign the Paris Agreement, under which the EU3 and Iran would negotiate on guarantees that its 

nuclear program is meant for peaceful purposes and on commitments on nuclear, technology, 

and economic cooperation. 

February 2005: Iran and Russia sign an agreement for Russia to supply the Bushehr nuclear 

facility with fuel and Iran to return the fuel rods to ensure enriched uranium is not used for the 

production of nuclear weapons. 

August 1, 2005: Iran notifies the IAEA that it would resume uranium conversion activities at 

Isfahan. Iran’s breach leads to the IAEA finding Iran noncompliant. 

August–September 2005: Iran rejects the EU3’s Long Term Agreement. The IAEA finds Iran in 

noncompliance with its safeguards obligations. 

January 2006: Iran announces that it has achieved the capacity to extract uranium from ore; Iran 

breaks IAEA seals at the Natanz facility. 



February 2006: The IAEA refers Iran to the UNSC for noncompliance of the Safeguards 

Agreement after reporting inconclusive findings about Iran’s nuclear program. 

March 15, 2006: The UNSC calls on Iran to cooperate with the IAEA in a released presidential 

statement. 

July 2006: The UNSC passes Resolution 1969, which demands Iran’s suspension of enrichment, 

banning the international transfer of any activities related to nuclear and missile technologies, and 

freezing foreign assets of individuals and organizations related to Iran’s nuclear program. 

September 6, 2007: An Israeli airstrike destroys Syria’s nuclear reactor located in the Der Al-

Hadjar region, killing ten North Korean nuclear scientists. Although Syria has denied Israeli 

intelligence officials’ claims that it was a plutonium production reactor, the IAEA confirmed that it 

indeed was after three years of investigation in May 2011. 

November 2007: The IAEA report states that Iran has “provided sufficient access to individuals 

and responded in a timely manner to questions” regarding its nuclear program; IAEA Director-

General Mohamed ElBaradei calls on Iran to suspend uranium enrichment activities and fully 

implement the Additional Protocol; Iran acknowledges that it acquired nuclear technology, 

including P-2 centrifuge blueprints, from the Al-Qaeda Khan network over the past two decades; 

U.S. National Intelligence Estimate states, “We judge with high confidence that in fall 2003, 

Tehran halted its nuclear weapons program.” 

September 21, 2009: Iran announces it is building a second pilot enrichment facility, the Fordow 

Fuel Enrichment Plant (FFEP). 

October 1, 2009 and October 19, 2009: Iran resumes talks with P5+1, the UNSC’s five 

permanent members— China, France, Russia, the UK and the United States, plus Germany, 

agreeing to IAEA inspections at FFEP. 

November 2009: The IAEA condemns Iran for developing the secret uranium enrichment site 

near Qom; Iran announces plans to establish ten additional enrichment sites. 

2010: NPT Review Conference discusses disarmament in the Middle East, nuclear non-

proliferation and implementing the MENWFZ. For the first time, parties agree on five steps to 

implement the 1995 NPT Review Conference Middle East Resolution, including convening a 

regional conference in 2012 and appointing a facilitator for a conference on establishing a WMD-

free zone in the Middle East, both proposals largely based on prior Egyptian proposals. 

February 7, 2010: Former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad tells the IAEA that Iran 

produced 20 percent enriched uranium and has the ability to continue to do so, escalating tensions 

with the international community. 



June 9, 2011: Syria is found in noncompliance with its obligations of the IAEA safeguards 

obligations under the NPT. 

2012: The NPT conference on operationalizing a WMD-free zone in the Middle East is postponed 

due to lack of consensus. 

November 23, 2012: The United States announces it is postponing the Helsinki conference, 

claiming it is due to the situations in the Middle East and a lack of communication between states 

in the region. 

April 29, 2013: Egypt’s delegation walks out of the 2013 PrepCom NPT meeting in response to 

the “unacceptable and continuous failure to implement the 1995 Middle East Resolution,” 

Egyptian Ambassador Hisham Badr announces regarding his delegation’s dramatic walkout. 

June 2013: Hassan Rouhani, who had served as Iran’s chief nuclear negotiator from 2003 to 

2005, wins the Iranian presidential elections, stating his priority will be “lifting of the oppressive 

sanctions,” which would lead to secret bilateral talks in March 2013 between the P5+1 and the 

United States in Oman. 

November 24, 2013: The result of the October 15–16, 2013 talks in Geneva is an agreement on 

a Joint Plan of Action (JPOA), which outlines the steps for the next six months and goals for the 

longer-term. The Framework for Cooperation (FFC) is also agreed upon by both parties. 

January 2014: The JCPOA goes into effect, and Iran converts most of its low enriched uranium 

(LEU) containing nearly 20 percent uranium-235 for other uses, diluting the rest of the stored LEU 

so it complies with the terms of the agreement, and provides the IAEA with information regarding 

its nuclear program. 

July 14, 2015: Iran and the P5+1 conclude the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) to 

curtail Iran’s sensitive nuclear fuel cycle activities. 

July 20, 2015: The NPT and UNSC adopted Resolution 2231, outlining the legal framework for 

Iran’s nuclear program. UNSC Resolution 2231 requests the IAEA director-general “to undertake 

the necessary verification and monitoring of Iran’s nuclear-related commitments for the full 

duration of those commitments under the JCPOA”. 

January 4, 2016: OPCW states Syria’s disarmament of chemical weapons is completed, although 

many still suspect there are undisclosed sites, with the Douma and Khan Shaykhun attacks further 

supporting this. 

November 19, 2016: Egypt and Russia sign an agreement for Russia to build a nuclear power 

plant in Dabaa, Egypt. 

October 13, 2017: President Donald Trump announces the United States would no longer certify 

Iran’s compliance with JCPOA. 



November 2017: Saudi Arabia announces plans for the construction of two reactors to be 

launched in 2020. 

April 30, 2018: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reveals over 100,000 documents 

Israeli intelligence gathered on Iran’s nuclear weapons program, stating Iran’s compliance with 

JCPOA had been a pretense. Iranian Defense Minister Brig. Gen. Amir Hatami responds by 

saying this was a “baseless and unfounded … propaganda show”. 

May 8, 2018: President Trump announces the United States will reimpose sanctions on Iran, a 

decision that elicits an international backlash, and leads to the 

U.S. withdrawal from JCPOA. Trump says in a speech that “the heart of the Iran deal was a giant 

fiction: that a murderous regime desired only a peaceful nuclear energy program”. 

August–November 2018: Trump’s administration reimposes first round of economic sanctions 

on Iran; a new round of sanctions targeting Iran’s economy is imposed by Trump’s administration, 

this time specifically targeting the oil and banking sectors. 

May 2, 2019: The United States ends waivers that allowed eight countries (China, Greece, India, 

Italy, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Turkey) to buy Iranian crude oil. 

May 8, 2019: Trump imposes more sanctions on Iran, targeting the steel, aluminum, and copper 

industries. 

May 24, 2019: Trump sends 1,500 troops to the Middle East in order to counter Iran. 

June 20, 2019: Iran shoots down a U.S. military drone which it claims was flying in its airspace. 

The United States denies it was over Iranian territory. 

June 24, 2019: Trump imposes more sanctions on Iranian leaders, including Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

July 1, 2019: Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif announces that unless Europe takes 

measures to circumvent U.S.-imposed sanctions on Iran by July 7, Iran will continue to breach 

the limits of the amount of low-enriched uranium accumulated, and increase its uranium 

enrichment level beyond 3.67 percent. 

July 7, 2019: Iran threatens to boost uranium enrichment above the designated threshold 

determined in the 2015 nuclear deal and says it will refuse to abide by its commitments to the 

deal. 

July 19, 2019: Iran seizes British oil tankers Stena Impero and Mesdar, leading to heightened 

tensions between the West and Iran. 



July 28, 2019: Britain, France, Germany, Russia, and China meet with Iran in Vienna to discuss 

JCPOA and save the 2015 nuclear accord. 

September 4, 2019: Iranian President Rouhani states Iran will lift “all limitations” imposed on its 

development of centrifuges used for uranium enrichment, and gives Europe two months to fulfil 

their commitments to shield the Iranian economy from the effects of U.S. sanctions to save the 

nuclear deal. 

September 7, 2019: Iran announces it has begun to use new measures to enrich uranium by 

activating 20 IR-4 and 20 IR-6 centrifuges, breaching the limit Iran is allowed to stockpile. 

January 3, 2020: US kills Qasım Sulemani with an air strike. 

January 8, 2020: Iran hits the US targets in Iraq with ballistic missiles. 

Possible Solutions 

1. To establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone, a set of regulations for countries is necessary 

to systematize the process and an agreement is the best option for that. If the Middle 

Eastern countries manage to sign the MENWFZ agreement and put it into force, this 

attempt will most probably succeed. Although they couldn’t come up with a multilateral 

negotiation so far, this situation can be changed by further actions 

2. Meetings can be arranged in order to discuss a possible new agreement which can replace 

JCPOA. 

3. A new initiative can be launched by the UN in cooperation with IAEA which will be similar 

to NPT however its terms should only aim to solve the nuclear crisis in the Middle East. 

Previous UN Resolutions on the Topic 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/3263(XXIX) 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/1540(2004) 

https://undocs.org/S/RES/984(1995) 

https://undocs.org/A/C.1/73/L.1 

https://undocs.org/A/C.1/73/L.2 

 

Questions to be Addressed  

 

1. What can be done for all the Middle Eastern countries to reach an agreement and put the 

MENWFZ into effect? 

2. What should the consequences be in case of a nation’s violation against a treaty? 

3. How can the US and Iran negotiate about nuclear non-proliferation and sanctions? 

4. In which way(s) can the nuclear inventory and radioactive material be secured in the 

Middle Eastern nuclear facilities? 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/3263(XXIX)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/S/RES/984(1995)
https://undocs.org/A/C.1/73/L.1
https://undocs.org/A/C.1/73/L.2


5. As some Middle Eastern countries are planning to build nuclear plants, how will these 

plants be inspected and authorized when they start being operated? 

6. As the CTBT hasn't been put into force yet, what kind of further measures should be taken 

against a possibility of nuclear weapon testing in the Middle East? 

7. What are the further actions that can be taken for the implementation of the NPT in the 

Middle East? 

8. Since Israel isn’t a signatory of the NPT, what kind of actions should it take in order to 

follow a nuclear disarmament policy? 

 

Useful Links and Sources 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gadis3637.doc.htm 

https://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2010/pdf/daisyalliance.pdf 

http://www.vertic.org/media/assets/Publications/VB11.pdf 
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