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Distinguished Participants of BIGMUN Online Conference, 

I would like to welcome all of you to our online conference between 16-17 May. My name is Ali 
Kaan Aydın and I am a senior student at Robert College of Istanbul. I am going to serve as your 
President Chair in the Historical Joint Crisis Cabinet. I hope that you will enjoy this conference 
and hopefully feel better, despite the hardships we are currently facing as the world, for at least 
two days. 
 
The topic that we are covering in the Historical Joint Crisis Cabinet of BIGMUN Online 
Conference is one of the most controversial in the history of the United States of America. The 
American Civil War was indeed an important part of history, not only for America, but for the 
whole world. In a way, it was the war between two different economic models, industrial 
capitalism and feudal agriculture. It was a clash of the pre-industrial slave economy and 
industrial free economy. As a prospective student of Economics and a person who loves to learn 
the history of economics, finding the rationality of the idea “economic freedom is an 
indispensable means toward the achievement of political freedom” as Nobel Laureate Milton 
Friedman quotes in his monumental work Capitalism and Freedom, always seemed interesting to 
me while studying the American Civil War.  
 
As the generals and statesmen of your countries, your battle is on the most important question 
America faced in nineteenth century: slavery. Your battle is also on protecting the inalienable 
rights of yourselves, and your fellow countrymen. Protecting your honor and your country’s. So 
in this committee, dear generals and statesmen of America, do what a president called John F. 
Kennedy, who will inaugurate exactly 100 years later will say in his inaugural speech: "ask not 
what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country. 
 
Before ending my letter, I would like to thank all the academic and organisation teams who 
organised this amazing conference. I would also like to thank my Vice Chair Serap for her hard 
work and help in writing this document.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the conference or the agenda 
item.
Best wishes,
Ali Kaan Aydın
President Chair of Historical Joint Crisis Cabinet  
aydali.20@robcol.k12.tr  
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Hello Dearest Participants, 

I am Öykü Serap Öğüt. This year I will be serving as the Co-chair of the Historical Joint Crisis 
Committee in BIGMUN ONLINE. I am studying 11th grade in Jale Tezer Science High School.  

As you all know our one and only Agenda Item will be American Civil War. American Civil 
War may be explained shortly by saying that it is the long lasting conflict between the Southern 
and the Northern states of the United States. This conflict between the states turns into a battle 
between 1861 and 1865. In this committee we will be re-creating the history starting from the 
election of Abraham Lincoln.  

I would recommend you all to prepare for the sessions as well as possible for the consistency of 
the debate. Me and my honourable President Chair Ali Kaan will be more than glad to serve as 
efficient as possible. I sincerely wish for a fruitful debate. 

For further informations or any kind of questions please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Kindest regards, 

Öykü Serap Öğüt 

Co-Chair of Historical Joint Crisis Cabinet 

oykuserapogut@gmail.com  
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Agenda Item: American Civil War 

Important Vocabulary: 

Slavery: A condition in which individuals are owned by others, who control where they live and 
at what they work.  

Democrat: During the Antebellum period, the Democrats represented a wide range of views but 
shared a fundamental commitment to the Jeffersonian concept of an agrarian society. They 
viewed the central government as the enemy of individual liberty. The Democratic party was 
seperated into two, Northern Democrats and Southern Democrats, amongst whom the Southern 
Democrats supported slavery. 

Republican: The political party which was found by the Whigs and anti-slavery Democrats in 
order to oppose slavery and defend classical liberalism. Republican Party achieved its first 
victory in national elections in 1860 elections with its success in the Northern states. 

Mason-Dixon Line: The Mason-Dixon Line is the first boundary between Maryland and 
Pennsylvania in the United States. During the Civil War and Antebellum period the line, along 
with the Ohio River was considered as the line that separated the slave states and free states. 

Confederacy: The nickname of the Confederate States of America, the state formed by 11 
southern states which seceded from the United States of America. 

Union: The unofficial name of the United States of America (North) during the civil war. 

States’ Right: In the United States, the rights and powers held by individual states rather than by 
the federal government. The right to leave the Union was considered as a right to a state by 
Confederate leaders during their secession. 

Territory: The lands which are part of the United States and directly ruled by the Federal 
government as they are not admitted as a State. The territories do not have their own jurisdiction 
as States so their rule is directly by US Congress and US Department of Interior. 

State: The States in the United States have specific rights in order to legislate their own laws 
themselves under the US constitution, as local, autonomous and sovereign parts of a federal 
state. The states are represented in the US Congress and they are counted in the electoral college 



in the election of the US Presidency. Historically, states were responsible for law enforcement, 
infrastructure, public health, public education etc. 

Protectionism: Protectionism refers to government policies that restrict international trade to help 
domestic industries. Protectionist policies are usually implemented with the goal to improve 
economic activity within a domestic economy but can also be implemented for safety or quality 
concerns.  1

Manifest Destiny: Destiny of the U.S. to expand its territory over the whole of North America 
and to extend and enhance its political, social, and economic influences. 

Dixie/Dixieland: Is a nickname for the Southern United States, especially the ones who formed 
the Confederate States of America. 

 

The Thirteen Colonies (1607-1775) 

The American continent, when it was first discovered by Spanish and Portugese colonists, was 
occupied by native populations. The native populations, although not densely, populated the 
entirety of North and South America. Today’s Mexico and Peru was in fact home to somewhat 
developed civilizations such as the Mayas and Incas. In North America, however the tribes such 
as Cherokee, Iroquois and so on were not as developed.  

 

The Jamestown Settlement was the first British 
settlement in North America. The British 
colonists settled in the city on the bank of 
Powhatan River (Then known as James River) 
on May 4th 1607. In the first years, nearly %80 
of settlers either died from starvation or diseases 
or escaped to the natives. 

 

1Chappelow, “Protectionism Definition.” 



The first slave ship arrived at the North American lands in 1619. The British ship which flought 
Dutch flag brought nearly 20 Africans from Angola. The British settlers in Jamestown forced 
them to work in tobacco plantations.  2

The first time slavery had a legal basis in America was during the John Punch hearings. John 
Punch was an enslaved African in Virginia colony who tried to escape to Maryland. Due to his 
attempt, Virginia Governor’s Council sentenced him to lifelong slavery. He is known as the first 
official slave in Thirteen Colonies because of this punishment. At the time of 18th century 
slavery was legal in all Thirteen Colonies. 

Political and legal systems of each colony in the Thirteen Colonies were similar as they were all 
based on the laws of Great Britain. The people who started settling in Thirteen Colonies in the 
18th century were mostly either merchants who wanted to profit from the riches of the new 
world, or religious minorities that can not find themselves a place in the British mainland. 
Because of this, there weren’t any landowner nobilities in the British America. This meant a free 
society for those who were oppressed and a desire for a free economy. The religious and cultural 
European minorities were tolerated in the Thirteen Colonies, creating one of the most diverse 
societies of its time. This diversity did not mean that Americans had nothing in common, on the 
contrary, their acceptance of diversity, their desire to be free economically and socially will be 
the thing that will gather them around the revolutionary flag. 

The economic system of the Thirteen Colonies was mercantilism as the economic impositions of 
Great Britain did not allow the colonies to trade with other countries. The British merchants 
supplied colonies with slave workforce, the colonies supplied Britain raw materials and the raw 
materials were used in the industries in Britain. The mercantilist trade policy was beneficial for 
Great Britain as the system allowed them to sell their mass production industrial goods more 
expensively throughout the world and in their colonies, while keeping the price of production 
low, since they were in control of their own supply chain from labor to raw material thanks to 
their colonies. This economic system, despite achieving to gain Britain a significant wealth, was 
not sustainable for the colonies. The colonies, as they can not have their goods compete in the 
free market, had to sell their goods for a cheap price to Great Britain. This was especially 
undesirable for landowners who sell raw materials such as tobacco, cotton, and agricultural 
products. The contribution of the landowners and the bourgeoisie to the American Revolution 
could be seen because of this economic conflict. 

2 Price, David A. “Jamestown Colony.” 
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American Revolution (1775-1783) 

By the time came to 1776, the relation between Britain 
and its colonies in North America was getting more 
hostile every passing year. A milestone to this hostility 
is the Stamp Act of 1765. The Stamp Act was ratified 
by London as a means of paying their debts which was caused by the Seven Years’ War. The act 
was meant to impose a direct tax on the Thirteen Colonies and it also dictated that all the 
stamped production was to be done in London and not in North America. The groups who were 
known as the “Patriots” started protesting the act by the famous slogan “no taxation without 
representation”.  It could be seen that their slogan was accurate as the colonists had no say in the 4

political affairs in London while they were expected to pay more taxes every passing year. The 
Boston Tea Party incident in 1773 famously created a dispute between the colonies and the 
crown. The group known as “sons of liberty”, some disguised as 
natives, destroyed a shipment of tea from British East India in 
order to protest the “Tea Act”. The Tea Act was passed by the 
British Parliament and it concerned the North American colonies 
without having their saying, thus violating the “no taxation 
without representation” principle of the American 
Revolutionaries. The incident followed Britain imposing harsh 
treatments on Massachusetts colony and all the Thirteen 
colonies. This is considered as an important step that builds up 
the tension to ignite the Revolutionary war.   5

The Thirteen Colonies sent their representatives to form 
the Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
Congress was in charge of creating an organized resistance plan against the British once the war 
starts. The congress unanimously appointed George Washington to be the commander of the 
army. The Second Continental Congress was held on July 4th 1776 and the Congress ratified the 
declaration of Independence during this meeting. The text was drafted by Thomas Jefferson and 
signed by all the members of the Congress. It explained that the Thirteen Colonies declared to be 
independent and explained its reasoning. In the text, Jefferson and congress famously addressed 

3 “The 13 Colonies.” History.com,  

4 “Stamp Act.” History.com,  

5“Boston Tea Party.” History.com 

 



“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.”  The ideas of enlightenment philosopher John Locke which was debated on his 6

famous work Two Treatises on Government was implemented for the first time in history, 
creating the first “liberal” state.  7

The philosophy of the United States was based on the enlightenment philosophers such as 
Adam Smith, Thomas Paine, Jean Jacques Rousseau and most importantly John Locke. Locke 
defended the idea that state should be as limited as possible, as it is the only way it will not 
infringe the unalienable rights of people. Adam Smith famously defended the free market 
economics and liberation of free trade amongst nations. Considering 
the colonists wanted to abolish the taxes and sell their products to 
countries other than Great Britain, this principle was also accepted 
by the Revolutionaries.  

The enlightenment and liberal ideas could be clearly seen in 
other documents of the Revolution period. The Bill of Rights, which 
became the first ten amendments of the American constitution 
clearly stated in the First Amendment that freedom of speech, 
freedom of religion and freedom of assembly should be protected. 
Furthermore, in the Second Amendment, the individuals’ right to bear arms were guaranteed. 
The logic behind this amendment also comes from the ideas of John Locke. Locke defended that 
in case the states become tyrannical, breaking the “social contract”, the citizens have a right to 
defend themselves, their rights, and their properties. 

The aftermath of the war lead for both America and Europe allowed the liberal ideas to 
flourish. Many of the European philosophers were already supporters of the American 
Revolution. The intervention of France in the American civil war helped the colonies to secure a 
victory against Britain. France saw a political interest in weakening Britain so they contributed 
significantly in the American Revolution. This led to economic weakening of the kingdom of 
France and not much later than the American Revolution, in 1789 the French Revolution 
happened, thus the liberal ideas had a chance to spread in Europe. 

6“Declaration of Independence: A Transcription.” National Archives and Records Administration 

7 “Continental Congress.” History.com 

 



 

 

Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

The purchase of Louisiana in 1803 brought 828,000 square meters, the U.S. doubled its size 
overnight. It may be considered as the real estate deal of the 19th century. President Thomas 
Jefferson tried to purchase Louisiana two times and got the territory on his second offer. This 
purchase  may be considered as one of the greatest achievements of Jeff.  

This purchase didn’t only double the size of the country but 
also contained a huge opportunity for the ones living on 
agriculture. This is one of the main reasons why Thomas 
Jefferson insisted on having the territory.  

Of course having track of the Mississippi River was as 
crucial.What was known at the time as the Louisiana 
Territory stretched from the Mississippi River in the east to 

the Rocky Mountains in the west and from the Gulf of Mexico in the south to the Canadian 
border in the north.  8

The purchase of the territory was not quite easy for the United States after all. At first, when the 
topic was brought up Napoleon was not interested in the offer. Napoleon's plans to re-establish 
France in the New World were unraveling. France's minister of finance, François de 
Barbé-Marbois, who had always doubted Louisiana's worth, counseled Napoleon that Louisiana, 
in the event of war, would likely be taken by the British from Canada. France could not afford to 
send forces to occupy the entire Mississippi Valley, so Napoleon came to the conclusion of 
selling the territory to the U.S. government.  9

Negotiations moved swiftly, and at the end of April the U.S. envoys agreed to pay $11,250,000 
and assume claims of American citizens against France in the amount of $3,750,000. In 
exchange, the United States acquired the vast domain of Louisiana Territory, some 828,000 
square miles of land. 

8 “Louisiana Purchase.” History.com 
 
 

9“The Louisiana Purchase.” Monticello,  



The treaty was dated April 30 and signed on May 2. In October, the U.S. Senate ratified the 
purchase, and in December 1803 France transferred authority over the region to the United 
States.  10

 

War of 1812 (1812-1814)

 

The War of 1812 was the second armed conflict in the history of the United States of America, 
after the revolutionary war. According to many historians it was considered as the North 
American theatre of the Napoleonic Wars. The reason behind this is that Great Britain focused 
the majority of its war efforts against France in Europe, rather than in America, while the United 
States was supporting Napoleon.  

The most important reasons why the war was ignited between Great Britain and the United 
States are the blockade of France and British arming the Native Americans. The British naval 
blockade to French coasts disabled American merchant ships to trade with France, which had an 
effect on the attitude towards Britain in the United States. Britain, through its colony in North 
America, Canada, supported native population in the West of the United States. As the United 
States seeked interest in expanding towards the west and British support endangered their 
existence in the West, president James Madison signed the declaration of war against Britain and 
its colonies. 

The support towards the war was low in the United States. A significant proportion of the 
population considered the war as endangering America for the sake of helping Napoleon. The 
first few defeats that the United States faced during the war also contributed to the atmosphere. 
American attempts to capture important territories in Canada failed repetitively during the first 

10“Louisiana Purchase.” History.com,  



years of the war. Although Americans failed to capture Eastern Canadian lands such as Ontario 
and Quebec, they won important victories in the West, in the Great lakes area against the 
Canadian, British and Native armies. The final attempt to capture Ontario was ended with the 
Battle of Lundy's Lake, near Niagara Falls. The battle was one of the deadliest that ever 
happened in the Canadian soil. The battle resulted in many casualties for both sides, exhausting 
both American and British war efforts. 

The British fleet was able to blockade the coast of the 
United States with its unsurpassed strength. Because of 
their naval supremacy in the Atlantic coast, British 
forces were able to operate raids or attempts to capture 
cities during the war. During 1814, one of the most 
famous raids occurred in which the British forces 
raided the capital of the United States, as the Canadian 
and British troops famously burned down the White 
House, the residence of the American President. Later 
months, Americans were able to secure New York and 
Maryland from British invasion attempts. In early 
1815, the American armies were able to gain a decisive 
victory against the British armies in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Later they were also able to gain a victory 
in Florida against Spain. 

The Treaty of Ghent ended the conflict between Great Britain and the United States of America. 
Both sides agreed to maintain the borders before the war and ending conflict. These news were 
celebrated throughout the United States, which boosted the national pride of the American 
citizens. 

 

Mexican-American War (1846-1848) 

With the expansion due to the Louisiana purchase, the 
United States was able to assert strength in the region 
known as the Midwest. When the time came to 1846, the 
American government was convinced that it was their 
“Manifest Destiny” to control all the land from the 
Atlantic Ocean to Pacific Ocean. At the time, the places 
today known as the states of California, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Arizona were part of Mexico, a country that 
gained independence from Spain. Texas was a semi 
independent country with an unclear status. Texas was 



resided with a population who rebelled in Mexico in order to be independent and they wanted to 
be a state in the United States. The United States, however, couldn’t accept Texas into statehood 
right away for some reasons. The most important reason was that the United States government 
feared that if they accepted Texas into statehood, Texas would be a slave state, which would 
break the balance of power between slave states and free states that was achieved with the 
Missouri Compromise. The second reason was to not cause a direct war with Mexico, as they 
still considered Texas to be a part of their country. 

The United States could only start the annexation of Texas nearly ten years after the rebellion, in 
1845, as the Democrat candidate James Knot Polk was elected for the office of presidency. Polk 
campaigned starting the re-annexation of Texas in his presidential campaign and was elected by 
American public.  

After numerous victories by the United States Army they could capture the territory well into the 
Rio Grande river. The United States, as a result of the war annexed Texas as well as California, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Arizona. It is also important to mention that gold was discovered in 
California right before the Treaty of Guadalupe was made, which accepted that river Gila and 
Rio Grande were the borders between the United States and Mexico. 



 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/photo/territorial-gains/ 

History of Slavery in the United States 

The history of slavery in 
America goes before the history 
of United States, as the Thirteen 
colonies based its economy 
partially on the slave trade and 
slave workforce. The 
revolutionary war, even though 
considered as the “liberation” of 
America, was not “liberating” 
for the African American 
population, whose status 
remained as slaves even though 
some of them fought in the war. 
Despite this situation, many 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/photo/territorial-gains/


European Americans, especially the ones who live in the North of the country considered that the 
African American slaves should be freed from oppression just like they were freed themselves 
from the British oppression. This thought led to the first abolitionist movement to gain 
momentum in the North of the United States. “From the 1830s to the 1860s, the movement to 
abolish slavery in America gained strength, led by free blacks such as Frederick Douglass and 
white supporters such as William Lloyd Garrison, founder of the radical newspaper The 
Liberator, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, who published the bestselling antislavery novel Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin.”  This lead to abolishment of slavery first in Maine, then the other Northern states 11

and territories. In 1807 slave trade was outlawed by the federal government. The act allowed the 
current status of slavery to be preserved while disabling further slaves to be imported in the 
United States.  12

Slavery was part of the norm in the South while it was considered immoral in the North. 
Although it should be noted that some Northern businessmen seeked revenue from slave trade 
and investments in the south, slavery was not near as common in North as in South. The 
economy of the Northern states were much more reliant to industry while the South profited 
from the agricultural products such as cotton, tobacco or rice. The landowners in South bought 
African American slaves in order to force them into labor in their lands. In the late 18th century 
the natural resources for tobacco plantations gone short in the South, which led to an economic 
crisis where it was resolved by continued growth of slavery in the South. Around the same time 
the massive growth of textile industry on Great Britain further pushed the demand for cottons, 
which led the demand for Southern cotton to increase . 13

Missouri Compromise 

In 1820 Missouri declared it wanted to be a slave state. This was 
an entrance to throw off the power of balance. Before the 
compromise there were 11 Southern and 11 Northern states. But 
after Missouri's declaration the equilibrium was broken. In 
conclusion the U.S. Congress passed a law that admitted Missouri 
to the Union as a slave state and Maine as a free state, while 
banning slavery from the remaining Louisiana Purchase lands 

located north of the 36º 30’ parallel. 

On March 3, 1820, the House passed the Senate version of the bill, and President James Monroe 
signed it into law four days later. The following month, the former President Thomas Jefferson 
wrote to a friend that the “Missouri question...like a fire bell in the night, awakened and filled me 

11“Slavery in America.” History.com  

12“A History of Slavery in the United States.” National Geographic Society, 

13“Slavery in America.” History.com 



with terror. I considered it at once as the knell of the Union. It is hushed indeed for the moment. 
But this is a reprieve only, not a final sentence.”  14

Kansas Nebraska Act 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act was an 1854 bill which was introduced by Stephen A. Douglas. 
Stephen Douglas was trying to spread “popular sovereignty”- he was basically supporting each 
state to choose whether or not they want slavery. This violated the terms of the Missouri 
Compromise which was the boundary between slave and free territory. 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act also affected The Democratic Party since many democrats criticized 
the act. The Northern Democratic Party collapsed due to the opinion differences among slavery. 

This 1854 bill to organize western territories became part of the political whirlwind of 
sectionalism and railroad building, splitting two major political parties and helping to create 
another, as well as worsening North-South relations.  15

 

Election of 1860: Abraham Lincoln becomes President 

Abraham Lincoln was elected the 16th president of the 
United States and also was the first Republican president to 
win an election. Lincoln received only 40 percent of the 
popular vote but handily defeated the three other candidates: 
Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, Constitutional 
Union candidate John Bell, and Northern Democrat Stephen 
Douglas, a U.S. senator for Illinois. 

Lincoln, a Kentucky-born lawyer and former Whig representative to Congress, first gained 
national stature during his campaign against Stephen Douglas of Illinois for a U.S. Senate seat in 
1858. The senatorial campaign featured a remarkable series of public encounters on the slavery 
issue, known as the Lincoln-Douglas debates, in which Lincoln argued against the spread of 
slavery, while Douglas maintained that each territory should have the right to decide whether it 
would become free or slave. Lincoln lost the Senate race, but his campaign brought national 

14 “Missouri Compromise.” History.com 

15 “Kansas-Nebraska Act.” History.com 



attention to the young Republican Party. In 1860, Lincoln won the party’s presidential 
nomination. 

The announcement of Lincoln’s victory signaled the secession of the Southern states, which 
since the beginning of the year had been publicly threatening secession if the Republicans gained 
the White House. By the time of Lincoln’s inauguration on March 4, 1861, seven states had 
seceded, and the Confederate States of America had been formally established, with Jefferson 
Davis as its elected president.  16

Lincoln clearly states he wants peace by saying the North and South 'must not be enemies' but 
friends. He also adds that he doesn’t have direct on indirect purpose to interfiere with the 
institution of slavery. He mainly submits that he doesn’t want to end slavery in the current states 
but says that he won’t be accepting it in the new established ones. 

Status Quo Ante Bellum 

The Antebellum Period was characterized by the rise of abolition and the gradual polarization of 
the country between abolitionists and supporters of slavery. During this same time, the country’s 
economy began shifting in the north to manufacturing as the Industrial Revolution began, while 
in the south, a cotton boom made plantations the center of the economy. The annexation of new 
territory and western expansion saw the reinforcement of American individualism and of 
Manifest Destiny, the idea that Americans and the institutions of the U.S. are morally superior 
and Americans are morally obligated to spread these institutions.  17

War 

There were mainly three types of warfare equipment in this period: rifles, artillery and navies. 

“At the onset of the Civil War, both sides were forced to purchase large numbers of ineffective 
weapons from Europe so they could at least put a gun in a majority of their soldiers' hands.  As 
the war progressed, so did weapons manufacturing and technology within the States.  

 

16“Abraham Lincoln Elected President.” History.com 

 
17“Antebellum Period.” HistoryNet 



 

Rifles were the most common and most accurate of the small arms at the time.  Five types of 
rifles were developed for the war:  rifles, short rifles, repeating rifles, rifle muskets, and cavalry 
carbines.  Each type was built for a specific purpose and was meant to be used by a specific 
person. Short rifles and cavalry carbines are very close to the same gun and were used by 
close-quarters fighters where a long barrel was inefficient. Cavalry carbines were simply short 
rifles designed to be used on horseback.  Even with advancements in firing mechanisms, the 
average soldier was still confined to shooting two to three rounds per minute in often strict 
formation. With the invention of the repeating rifle, the traditional firing routine was no longer 
effective.  Rifles like the Spencer rifle could contain a large number of self-contained rounds, 
increasing the firing rate of the rifle and protecting the rounds from the elements. By the end of 
the war, rifle and optics technology had progressed so far that it was possible to possess a rifle 
capable of accurate fire up to 1000 yards.”  18

“Artillery played a very important part during the American Civil War. It was used against 
infantry, buildings, fortifications, and ships. Artillery was limited during the Civil War to firing 
at targets the gunners could actually see. There were no forward observers who could direct fire 
onto a target. Artillery fought side by side with the infantry on the battlefield.”  19

In the American Civil War, the navy was especially important in the naval invasions and 
blockades. Blockades have potential to limit the supply entering a nation, which creates 
important economic, social and military problems. 

Economy 

The economy of the South is dependent on agriculture and production of raw materials which 
could be exported in order to be processed in industry. The economy of the North, on the other 
hand, is more based on industry. Because of this, industrial capitalism was prominent in the 
North, creating the economy that profited more from a free labor market which was shaped by 
the decisions of both laborers and employees, compared to a slave economy which is only viable 
in the conditions such as the South had at the time. Because of this, the North was far richer 
compared to the South far before the war started.  

 

18“Weapons of the Civil War.” NCpedia 

19“Civil War Artillery Was a Powerful Force During Battle.” Civil War Academy 

 



Transportation 

The railroads are the most important means of transportation and supply in the Civil War period. 
“The Civil War is the first war in which railroads were a major factor. The 1850s had seen 
enormous growth in the railroad industry so that by 1861, 22,000 miles of track had been laid in 
the Northern states and 9,500 miles in the South.”   20

Important cities in both North and South were also important transportational hubs, with railroad 
access to other regions of the country. This means controlling a city also plays an advantage on 
controlling the supply lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20“Railroads of the Confederacy.” American Battlefield Trust 
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